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C.S Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien were colleagues. They both taught at Oxford University,
Lewis in Philosophy and Literature, Tolkien in Anglo-Saxon Literature. They knew each
other and were good friends. They also lived through several wars in Europe, but the
Second World War was the most impactful on their writing. Lewis was a popular
speaker and was often used at military bases and the BBC to broadcast encouraging
speeches.
Their writing was impacted by the wars as well. C.S. Lewis wrote “The Screwtape Letters” and “The Chronicles of Narnia” and Tolkien finished “The Lord of the Rings”.
Each had a different response to the evil of war.
In my short 61 years, I have not lived through anything like what we are in the middle
of now. My father talks about the Great Depression, and many of you served in WWII
or live through the war in the Home Front.
We were asked to save copper, and tin, bacon grease, and other needed resources.
My father remembers collecting these items, and getting them to the places where
they were needed. Gasoline was rationed, as well as food. At night, we were directed
to keep our lights out, so that we could prevent an air attack. We came together as a
nation and worked for the good of all. Victory Gardens were grown to help keep food
on the table, and silk stockings became scarce, because the material was used for parachutes.
When we are facing a challenge, it is important for us all to work for the good of the
whole nation. The Social Distancing that we are called to observe is one of those ways
we can do this. I know this is a hardship for many! For some, the gathering for worship
is an especially important social activity! The Church Family is a vital link to our sense
of being included. We worship together, we sing songs of faith, we pray for each other,
we eat together. And in all these things, we see the hand of God in our lives! I miss it! I
am sure you do as well.
This is why I support the decision to worship apart. I have prepared a message each
week that is available on line. I know some of you may not have access, but your adult
children have shared the message with you on their computers. We will continue to
do this until we know it is safe to gather again as a congregation.
Until that time, know that you are daily in my prayers, and I love to hear from you,
your needs and your joys. Please do not hesitate to call! I have tried to reach out to
many, but I may not have called everyone yet.
Remember, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of Rebecca, Miriam and
Ruth, the God of Moses, David and Solomon, the God of Job, Gideon and Jonah, the
God of Esther, Rahab and Mary, has seen difficulties come and go and has overcome
the GRAVE! Do not be afraid!
See you soon!
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Thom
P.S. When we are given the “all clear” to gather for worship, we will communicate directly with everyone!
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2 Noah Kuhnert
2 Harold Minor
3 Tammie Grabowski
3 Tom Metzler
3 Rachel Schuiteboer
5 Cora Hilton
5 Jacob Hokenmaier
5 Rick Holcomb
6 Jacob Bishop
6 Kathleen Louden
6 Kim Minor
7 Cathleen Smith
8 Haven Born
8 Terry Tilley
9 Russell Sandefur
11 Alicia Gumper
12 Caron Laws
13 Vicki Carr
13 Marta Grabowski
14 Ryan Gillespie

14 Jill Hausermann
15 Annika Pardee
16 Kellen Seaton
16 Amelia Loney
19 Dawn Shurter
20 Eric Born
20 Peggy Costello
21 Sara Bliesener
21 Penny Callen
23 Jon Larsen
24 Kim Bailey
24 Nancy Meyers
26 Verda Clark
26 Mike Dennison
26 Elizabeth Loney
26 Andy Knight
27 Darren Schmitt
27 Ellie Wagner
28 Daniel VanderMeer
31 Georgia Portude

The church office is not open at this time.
Pastor Thom continues to check the mailbox and
answer machine, and Kathe checks the email
from home.
If you have questions, please email the office at:
umcparchment@gmail.com
or
Pastor Thom at:
pastorthomm@hotmail.com
I’m sure you understand we have no idea when
we will return to regular hours. Pastor Thom
posts a video of his worship message weekly.
It’s a ‘must-see’. You can find his videos on our
website at:
www.parchmentumc.org
or
on Facebook
And you might receive them in your email
inbox!
Share them with people you love.

9 Tom & Carol Woolworth (‘70)
12 Jim & Joann Pierce (‘73)
13 Dick & Mary Carruthers (‘05)
16 Dave & Tammy Cooper (‘09)
16 Thom Davenport & Elyse Connors (‘87)
23 Bob & Kim Davis (‘97)

THE BLESSING BOX
In view of all that is happening now with
Covid-19 and people losing their jobs, please
consider adding food and other useful items
such as cleaning supplies to
The Blessing Box.
Located on the west side of Parchment
UMC, by the mail box and handicap parking.
Take what you need; give what you can.

Something NEW has been added !
Your donations can now be made online!
on our website at:
www.parchmentumc.org
Click on the Donate Online link listed on
the left side of the Home Page.
Click on this button.
Donations can be made to the
General Fund, or to Ministry Shares, and
may be set up for a one-time donation,
or recurring donations.

Kudos to Pastor Thom Davenport who continues to
touch base and touch our hearts with his weekly
YouTube worship messages. The videos often include
his visits to members of our congregation. Thanks,
Pastor Thom!

Mary Wagner’s son, Scott, and her daughter-in-law, Cathy, will celebrate their 50-year wedding anniversary May 2, 2020.
Scott and Cathy were married by Reverend James Dempsey in Parchment United Methodist church! Scott grew up in our
church - maybe some of you will recognize him. They are members of the St. Joseph UMC since 2001.
Happy 50th anniversary Scott and Cathy Wagner!!

HELP WANTED
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Parchment United Methodist Church is seeking an individual to fill a part time position in their church
office. Hours consist of 4 hours/day, 4 days/week.
Interested persons must have good interpersonal skills, be familiar with social networks, and experienced
in the use of computer programs (i.e., Word, Excel, Publisher). Resumes can be submitted to the church
office. Mail to: Parchment United Methodist Church, 225 Glendale Boulevard, Parchment, MI 49004
Call: (269) 344-0125

LAY LEADER REPORT
Even though the church is not open, I have directed my focus to other things to help the congregation. I have made numerous phone calls to check on the well-being of some of our members as well
as I have done some shopping. I have made arrangements with other agencies to assist our members that have special needs during this time. Since I continue to check the church each night, I have
been looking after the Blessing Box. There seems to be a daily need. People are not only taking
things out but putting things in as well. There is a constant turn over of items being donated and
taken, not only food but clothing, games and toys as well. I am checking the food supply and removing anything that is outdated.
I have recently sent letters not only to this year's graduates but also to those recent graduates. The
letter informed them of the progress being made in the scholarships from the Lunt Fund. I am in
almost daily communication with Pastor Thom and have attended 2 on-line "Zoom" meetings, not
only with the Finance Committee but the "Lunt Fund" Committee as well. Progress is being made
and I hope to have complete information to report in next month's newsletter. In addition, I have
read the scripture, sung a solo and I am preparing my Mothers’ Day Message. (Please note that I
may look a little "scruffy" as I am letting my beard grow for my part in the upcoming "Mayberry
Man" movie scheduled to be released in May of 2021.) As always, stay safe and keep your distance.
God's Love,
Jim Pierce, Lay Leader
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Come as you are!
We welcome you, we love you, and offer HOPE!

Like us on Facebook!
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