Parchment United Methodist Church
225 Glendale Blvd.
Parchment, MI 49004
Volume 25, Issue 8

PUMC Connections
From the desk of… Reverend Thomas A. Davenport

August 2020!
How did it turn August already? But here we are. It seems to me that we have jumped
from early spring to late summer without anything to show for it! And yet, we have
continued to live, and breath and have our being!
In these past few months, we all have likely discovered a few things.
1. We should not take things for granted.
I usually assume that things will work themselves out, and we will not see major
changes to the world. Today, we can see how things change. I have taken for granted
that things will be the same! Simple things like shopping for food and going to church
for worship has become a challenge.
2. Politics seems to dominate.
Like it or not, the news is all about politics, and the upcoming election. I would
rather talk about the love of Jesus, and making the Kingdom of God a reality, than to
discuss the temporary transition of political power in our country. There is more to life
than politics.
3. Many in our community are in need.
As I said in one of my sermons, there are many people who are just a month or
two away from financial collapse. One of the measures is the activity in our Food Pantry
and Blessing Box. The needs are real, and it is not just the chronically poor any longer.
It is middle class folks who have experienced job loss.
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4. God has plenty of work for us!
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is Good News yesterday, today, and tomorrow. In a
world that seems so troubled, we need some things to find hope in. God so loved the
world that He gave us his son, so that we might have life! God is in the business of giving hope to the hopeless, and second chances to lost causes. When the rest of the
world seems to be caught in despair, Jesus comes, and proclaims “DO NOT BE
AFRAID”!
5. God is LOVE!
The world needs many things today. A vaccine, an economic remedy, peace in
our homes and hearts, and love! Love that is amazing and abundant. Love that confounds the world and confuses the wise. God’s love is different than anything the world
has to offer. So, as we look for the help we need in this world, I believe we must look
to God, who is ready to increase our FAITH, give us HOPE, and fill us with LOVE.
Until we can gather together face to face to worship, know that God is LOVE, and you
are a child of God, and therefore, LOVED!
AMEN!
Pastor Thom
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Meet Laurie Allan, our new Administrative Assistant!
Beginning August 3, 2020, Laurie will be in the church office
Monday through Thursday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Stop by and welcome her!

Annual Holiday Sale – To Be or Not To Be?
Although we’re still in the dog days of summer, we’ve started thinking about the annual holiday bazaar and how that might look this year, as things change daily due to COVID
-19. At this point, and with Pastor Thom’s blessing, we are planning to have the bazaar on
Saturday, November 14. Most likely, there will be restrictions we need to take into consideration. It’s too early to know what those restrictions may be, but it’s possible the event
may be held in the gym in order to maintain social distancing, we may need to consider one
-way foot traffic, having face masks available at the door, etc. We will, of course, keep you
posted! Stay well, we hope to see you in-person soon!

FINANCE UPDATE
I want to take a moment to give an update on the finances of the church during this uncertain time
of our lives.
At the beginning of the pandemic we received a generous gift. This allowed us to pay all our outstanding obligations. I thank the contributors for this gift to our church.
A couple of letters have been sent to you by Pastor Thom encouraging you to continue your offerings and support of our church. Your generosity has been amazing. With your gifts we continue to
be able to meet payroll and our monthly contributions. For this, thank you to each and everyone of
you.
I personally want to thank Pat, Kandie, Howard, Georgia, Mary, and Grace. They continue to do
their part by making the deposit, recording our gifts, and paying the bills. Even though we are not
able to meet in person, I encourage you to continue your gifts in support of our church.
In God’s Love,
Vicki Carr, Chairperson of Finance Committee
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Pastor Thom posts a video of his Worship service and message weekly. It’s a ‘must-see’!
You can find his videos on our website at:
www.parchmentumc.org
or
on Parchment UMC Facebook
and
You might receive them in your email!
If you have questions, please email the office at:
umcparchment@gmail.com
or
Pastor Thom Davenport at:
pastorthomm@hotmail.com

Donations can be made online!
Go to our website at:
www.parchmentumc.org
1 Dan & Marylou DeGraw (‘65)
6 Harry & Gen Parker (‘55)
7 Andy & Pam Knight (‘76)
15 Mike & Julee Shelton (‘10)
25 Norm & Sherry Jones (‘57)
29 Eric & Julie Born (‘92)
THE BLESSING BOX
AND
PRODUCE STAND
Located on the west side of Parchment UMC, by the
mail box and handicap parking.
Never has the need for food been greater!
Take what you need; give what you can.

Click on the Donate Online link listed on the left
side of the Home Page.
Then...
Click on this button.

Donations can be made to the General Fund, to Ministry Shares, and/or
to UMCOR, and may be set up for one
-time donations, or recurring donations.
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2020
12:00-5:45 PM
PARCHMENT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
225 GLENDALE BOULEVARD
PARCHMENT, MI 49004
URGENT NEED! PLEASE DONATE

Lunt Scholarship Update
As Jim Pierce has said in his Lay Leader’s Report, we have a new Scholarship to offer to the young people of our
church. While it has taken a bit to organized, we now believe we will be able to offer to applicants a collegiate
scholarship to help with the high costs of college and university expenses.
This Scholarship is made possible with the generous gift of Gordon Lunt and will be made from some of the interest made from that investment.
It is also an investment in the young people of our congregation. It may be that we see the impact of this scholarship quickly, but it is just as likely that it may bear fruit many years from now.
I was a recipient of a scholarship from my home church, Metropolitan UMC, when I attended grad school at Asbury
Theological Seminary. It was from that scholarship and others that I was able to finish my degree with very little
debt. While things have changed, and costs are greater, it is still important for United Methodists to continue our
historic support of higher education!
Pastor Thom
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From the Lay Leader
Brief update on the scholarship request from the Lunt Fund. The special committee is
scheduled to meet the week of July 27th to finalize the eligibility requirements and application process. More information as soon as it is available.
The plan I have to increase attendance has been slowed by the virus. The intent is to form a
community band with our church as a focal point. The band would consist of experienced
players, players that haven't played in a long time but still have instruments as well as middle and high school students. The object would be to allow them to play occasionally after
or during worship service. The intent is to bring in spouses of the players, and parents and
grandparents of the students. At some point, if all goes according to plan, we would expand
to bring in a choir as well. As soon as our state leader loosens the restriction, I will begin
working on it.
Missing worship service. Until next time, be safe and wear your mask.
Jim Pierce
Lay Leader
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Come as you are!
We welcome you, we love you, and offer HOPE!

Like us on Facebook!

2020

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday—Thursday
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

