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Waken in Me a Sense of
Joy
O extravagant God,
in this ripening, red-tinged autumn,
waken in me a sense of joy
in just being alive,
joy for nothing in general
except everything in particular.

—Ted Loder, Guerrillas of Grace
The fall season is a mixed blessing.
The colors and harvest are wonderful, and yet, it means that the winter
is coming. The turning of the leaves
means that there is death, of course,
it also prepares for rebirth.
I love autumn, partially because I
love my hand knitted wool socks
Elyse makes for me.
I love fall because it means that the
labors have produced fruit and harvest and it is time for gathering, canning, storing
for the dark months.
I love fall because it is a part of the “completion” cycle.
What do you like about fall?
In Ted Loder’s book of poems, he suggested that we find joy in nothing in general
but everything in particular.
We find joy in the smell of burning leaves, the crunch under foot, the season of apple cider.
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We might find joy in the addressing of Christmas cards, or the gathering around the
table at thanksgiving.

We can find joy in nothing in particular, perhaps the funny look of birds splashing in
the bird bath, or the first snowflakes.
It takes us deciding that joy is to be found, and then we might, in fact, find it!
In this strange season of Covid-19 and political decisions, I beg you, look for the
simple joys in the everyday life that are all around us, and celebrate them.

Website:
www.parchmentumc.org

The Talmud states, "Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world's grief. Do justly now, love mercy now, walk humbly now. You are not obligated to complete the
work, but neither are you free to abandon it.”

Deadline
For December Issue:
Monday, November 14,
2020

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Thom
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November 2020
Sun

Mon
1

Worship
10:30

Tue
2

All Saints
Day

Wed

3
Election Day
(PUMC
Will be an
election site
7am-8pm)

Start Daylight
Savings

8
Worship
@10:30

9
Women’s
Cancer
Survivor
meeting 7pm

10

Thu
4

Fri

Sat

5

6

12

13

14

19

20

21

26
Thanksgiving

27

28

Scouts
6:30pm
Charge
Conference
7pm
Zoom

11

Veterans Day

7

Holiday
Sale
9am-2pm

Scouts 6:15pm

15
Worship
@ 10:30
22
Worship
@10:30
29
Worship
@10:30

16

17

18

23

24

25

Scouts
6:15 pm

Scouts 6:15 pm

Finance mtg.
7:00 pm

Leadership
council
Mtg.
7pm

30

DEC. 1

Scouts
6:15pm

Trustee mtg.
7pm

Poinsettia
Deadline

(To receive
checks in
the mail)

2

3

4

5

1st Sunday
of Advent
Poinsettia
orders due

Worship Committee Corner

Christmas Poinsettias

We are once again ordering Poinsettias to decorate our Sanctuary for the Christmas season.
Order your poinsettia in memory OR in honor of someone.
Price of the 6.5” Single Red Poinsettias is $7.00.
Ordering will begin on Sunday, November 15th, and continue for the next two Sundays, ending on November 29th.
All Poinsettia orders MUST be turned in and paid for by Sunday, November 29th.
Order forms will be available for those attending service or if you are unable to attend service at this time,
you will need to send a check to the church by Friday, November 27th with the attached order form.
You can pick up your poinsettias after service on Sunday, December 27th
Please, only take a poinsettia if you have ordered one.
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Saturday, November 7, 2020
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Location: Parchment United Methodist Church, 225 Glendale Boulevard, Parchment MI 49004

The Holiday Sale is right around the corner!
The Sale will be held in the PUMC Social Hall on Saturday, November 7, from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00
p.m. Items to be sold can be dropped off at the church on Thursday or Friday, November 5-6, between 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. If you use Facebook or another social media, please post a notice about
the Holiday Sale.

There will be a designated area for our usual baked goods and homemade gifts. Gift baskets and
tickets for the quilt raffle will be available. The UMW will have a nut & candy booth at the Holiday
Sale OR you can order by contacting Kandie Wood to order at 269.355.9003.
Many of our usual vendors will be joining us as well, including Woodworking by Tom Woolworth,
Stampin’ Up with Carla Gillespie, Pampered Chef, DVTD Marketplace with a Mission (formerly
Premier Jewelry), Mary Kay, Lularoe, Lipsense, and more.
We will adhere to any state-mandated COVID safeguards in place at the time. Masks and hand
sanitizer will be available, and social distancing will be in place. There will be tables and chairs
available for guests to enjoy a cup of coffee, however lunch will not be served this year.

Usher/Greeter Teams
As you can tell, ushering and greeting for Sunday Service is a bit different from normal, but I think it’s
easier. While we’re still under restrictions due to COVID 19, we now have a small group doing individual jobs, and
you only need to be available before service starts to greet and seat everyone. You will be given very simple (and
easy) instructions on what you need to do. And you don’t have to sign up for a whole month. Just check your calendar and see what week (or weeks) you would be available and willing to help out!
The positions each week are:
• 2 regular Ushers who seat everyone to make sure we are socially distanced
• 1 alternate Usher who is stationed at the face mask and hand sanitizer cart
• 1 Greeter downstairs who distributes masks and sprays hand sanitizer if needed
• 1 person to distribute Bulletins (you will be wearing gloves for this position)
If someone would like to be the Acolyte for any Sunday, you can also sign up for that position! Until we
have built a youth group that would like to participate as Acolytes, we are reliant on the adults. And let’s be honest.
Do you really want to watch me do it almost every week? (I mean, I will, but I also like to share!)
Carla Gillespie,
Worship Committee Chair and Head Usher

REMINDER: The United Methodist Women will be hosting the annual
nut and candy sale this year and quantities will be limited. Be sure to
place your order early by contacting Kandie Wood at 269.355.9003.
Also, the UMW will have a booth at the Holiday Sale on November 7th.
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4 - Donna Rourke
5 - Laurie Hamilton
7 - Jo Ann Binegar
7 - Bob Scott
7 - Linda Corliss
7 - Zachery Shurter
8 - Robert Burnett
11 - Lyle Catton

Donations can still be made
online!
Go to our website at:
www.parchmentumc.org
Click on the Donate Online link
listed on the left side of the Home
Page. Then...

13 - Sharon Smith
14 - Andrew Grabowski
18 - Michael Shelton
22 - Sharon Jones
24 - Tracey Moore
25 - Danielle Light
26 - Fran Grabowski
27 - Kandie Wood

Click on this button.
Donations can be made to the
General Fund, to Ministry Shares,
and/or to UMCOR, and may be
set up for one-time donations, or
recurring donations.

Service is being held Sundays
at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.

We are aware of no November anniversaries. Please call
the office to let us know of those we may have missed!

For everyone's safety, we are
practicing social distancing &
using face masks.

Upcoming events at the
Parchment Community Library
•

Grab & Go Book Sale:
Saturday, Nov. 14 from 9:30a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

We hope to see you soon!

Zoom meetings:
•

Story times on Wednesday and Thursday mornings

•

Hoopla & Mystery Book Clubs

•

The Mayflower; the Ship, the passengers, the
Legacy presented by Grace Bliss Smith, Ph.D.
For more information regarding dates/times of the zoom
meetings and to register please contact the
Parchment Community Library at 269. 343.7747

Help Wanted!
Boy Scout Troop 218
Needs a temporary Scout Master

If you are able to help please
contact:
Dave Carr @269.760.7334

THE BLESSING BOX
&
PRODUCE STAND

Located on the west side of Parchment UMC,
by the mail box and handicap parking.
Never has the need for food been greater!
Take what you need; give what you can.

OCTOBER ATTENDANCE
October 4

32

October 11

35

October 18

37

October 25

34
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THE PAGE 5
FUNNIES

Unless you have a toddler.
Then, silence is just suspicious.
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Parchment United Methodist Church
225 Glendale Blvd.
Parchment, MI 49004

Come as you are!
We welcome you, we love you, and offer HOPE!

Like us on Facebook!

2020

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday—Thursday
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

