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November is for Thankfulness! 

While we usually reserve the fourth Thursday of November for our Thanksgiving Day. We have a 
long weekend, we watch the Detroit Lions lose a football game, we see family and eat great food. 
Some point, some member of the family talks about the things we can be thankful for, and we 
have a short, but meaningful moment reflecting our on our lives, and things for which we are 
grateful. 

What if we took the whole month of November to celebrate our thanksgiving? What would be 
different?  

I am convinced that we would experience a shift in perspective! If we began each day, saying out 
loud something for which we are thankful, it might change the rest of the day! If we started our 
workday with a moment of gratitude, it would probably improve our attitude, and that attitude 
could rub off on the next person we meet! If we paused with thanks as we are driving somewhere, 
it might cause us to be more gracious and patient with the slow driver ahead of us, or the car that 
cut us off. Imagine how our days would be different! 

Thankfulness is an attitude, and of course, the opposite of thankfulness is probably ingratitude, it 
is  ignoring all the things that we take for granted. Perspective shifts are always good. 

I spent about 5 weeks in Bolivia on a short to Mission Trip. During that time, I had a shift in my 
thinking. I had been taking a lot in my life for granted. During this trip, it took about two weeks to 
shake off the North American perspective of needing to get things done quickly. The people of Bo-
livia work at a slower pace, perhaps because of the altitude, or because the knowledge that the 
task will be with us tomorrow. We North Americans only have a few weeks, so we want to get it all 
done, but that is not always that healthy or important. One of the first gifts we received was “to 
Slow Down”. 

We began to see the beauty of the simple things, like grinding corn on a stone that may be 200 
years old. We started to notice the way women carried their babies with them at ever moment of 
the day in a “Aguayo” (beautiful woven cloth square), while they worked, and the wonderful bond 
they had with their children. The child was always in contact with their mother, who sensed their 
needs for food, or sleep or diaper change. They talked early, and were potty trained quickly, and 
thrived!                                                                                          ! 

Week three and four, we became grateful for the sounds of 
a different language, and the songs we heard. Rather than 
thinking they were “foreign” we started to hear the beauty. 
We listened more and spoke less. We spent more time 
learning and less time trying to teach. We discovered that 
we were the missionaries, but the people of Bolivia were 
witnessing to us! 

Finally, the last week, we prepared to re-enter the world of our homeland. We thought about how 
we would take the things we had learned home. I am still trying to do this, some 30 years later. 

Thankfulness needs more than one day a year! 

Pastor Thom 
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Holday Sale 
Saturday, November 12, 2022 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

The leaves are falling so the holiday season isn't far away!   

The Annual Holiday Sale will be held on Saturday, Nov 12  

from 9:00am - 2:00 pm in the Lunt Social Hall.   

We hope you'll dig out that favorite Christmas recipe and make some homemade baked goods 

to donate to the sale, as well as homemade gifts. These are truly gifts from the heart.   

We have at least five new vendors joining us this year - Sand Washed Designs, 4475 Leaf Crea-

tions, Touchstone Crystal Jewelry, Annette White's Painted Wine Bottles, Kalamazoo Hot Sauce 

and Usborne Books.   

And many of our favorite vendors are back - Mary Kay, Tastefully Simple, Stampin’ Up,  

Thirty- One Bags, Pampered Chef, Linda Babb’s Fused Glass, Lipsense, Lula Roe, Color Street and 

Black-Kase Cheese.   

The Community Outreach Committee will be selling Taste of Heaven popcorn and treats to  

benefit our community food distribution service, and the UMW will be selling the popular Terri 

Lynn nuts and candy. 

Lunch will be available from 11 - 1 and Pastor Thom will provide some holiday music.   

Questions can be directed to the Holiday Sale Committee - Cheryl Baker, Nancy Lenz, and Kay 

Miller.   

We hope to see you on November 12 for some holiday cheer!   

 

   For those of you who placed orders for the Parchment Co-op Preschool fundraiser, delivery for both Butter  

  Braid frozen pastry dough and for Kalamazoo Kettle Korn will be on November 18th.  They will be available for  

   pick-up at the Pre-school. 
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November 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

Choir Practice 

4:00 

3 

Community 

Choir Practice 

6:30 

4 5 

6 Choir Prac-

tice 9:30 

Worship in 

Sanctuary 

10:30 

7 

Bazaar Set up 

8 

Bazaar Set up 

9 

Bazaar Set up 

Choir Practice 

4:00 

10 

Bazaar Set up 

Community 

Choir Practice 

6:30 

11 

Bazaar Set up 

12  

Holiday Bazaar 

9 am - 2 pm 

13Men’s  

Breakfast  8:30 

Choir Practice 

9:30 

Worship in Sanctu-

ary 10:30 

14 

Finance Mtg. 

1pm 

15  

Trustee Mtg. 

7pm 

16 

Choir Practice 

4:00 

17 

Community 

Choir Practice 

6:30 

18 

 

19 

20  

Worship in  

Sanctuary 10:30 

Hanging of the 

Greens 

21 

Fresh Food Dis-

tribution 5 - 7 

22  

Leadership 

Mtg. 7pm 

23 24 25 26 

27 Choir Prac-

tice 9:30 

Worship in 

Sanctuary 

10:30 

28 

 

29 30 

Choir Practice 

4:00 

   

November 2021 YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS:  

$125,989.05  

November 2022 YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS:   

$75,904.21  
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We are asking for of the following items for 
the Thanksgiving Dinner Kits: 

Instant mashed potatoes 

Cans of Cream of Mushroom soup 

French fried onions (bags or cans) 

Cranberry sauce 

Pumpkin Pie filling 

Evaporated Milk 

Boxes of Chicken broth 

Boxes of Turkey or Chicken stuffing  

 

If you would rather have us do your shop-

ping, please give cash donations to Nancy 

Lenz or Linda Flowers. 

Please have your donations to the church no 

later than November 13. A shopping cart will 

be in the narthex for your convenience.   

You can also support our efforts with a dona-

tion to the South Michigan Food Bank. You 

should include a memo that your donation 

should be given to the “Parchment Food Pan-

try.” 

Donations are tax-deductible. 

 

Thank you for your continued  

support of our efforts to put food on the 

tables of our neighbors. 

The Community Outreach Committee 

From the Finance Committee 
Fall is here! The weather’s changing from day to day, 

the leaves are falling, and the fall harvest is winding 

down. Soon it will be winter and then a New Year.  

 

As the New Year approaches many of you will be look-

ing at your budget for next year. I’m sure adjustments 

will be made based on our current inflation.  

 

Your Finance Committee is also working on developing 

our church budget for next year. 

The church is not exempt from rising costs of expenses.  

This is where we are asking for your help.  

Members will soon be receiving a Pledge Card along 

with a letter in a separate  

mailing.  

 

As you work on your own 

budget, we ask you to 

pray to the Lord for guid-

ance as to what you can 

tithe/pledge for your giv-

ing next year. 

 

          Opportunities for Giving 
The Blessing Box and Clothing Closet are located on the 

west side of Parchment United Methodist Church, by the 

mail box and the handicap parking. 

Never has the need for food been 

greater!  

Take what you need; give what you can. 

 



 

 

 4 Donna Rourke 

5 Laurie Hamilton 

7 Jo Ann Binegar  

7 Linda Corliss 

7 Bob Scott 

7 Zachery Shurter 

8 Robert Burnett 

13 Sharon Smith 

14 Andrew Grabowski 

16 Pam Knight 

16 Pam Scott 

18 Michael Shelton 

A WORD from our MUSIC DIRECTOR 

I recently attended a funeral service at a church that 
had no musicians in the service or employed by the 
church.  Luckily they had a pastor gifted with a good 
singing voice who actually led the hymn singing they 
did.  However as we entered the church just shortly 
after the start of the service, the lack of hearing any live 
music broke my heart. 

Live music for me is integral to worship. 

Here at Parchment, organ and choir music have been 
the tradition. I hope to be able to be able to continue 
this into the future, despite the pandemic and the times 
we are living in. 

We have lost many of our dear singers and need many 

need more reinforcements. We particularly need wom-

en singers so we have a core group at all times when 

others need to travel or are ill. This would be a great 

time to join us as we gear up for the holiday season 

We have recently changed our rehearsal time to 4:00 
pm on Wednesdays, so singers can be safer as we head 
into the winter months. Please consider joining us as we 
lift our voices in praise of Jesus Christ. 

Julee Shelton     Music Director 

Parchment Community Library 

269.343.7747 
Library Discussion Group – Help Build the Future 
of Your Library 
Sign up for one session to share your thoughts on 
libraries past, present, and future – snacks provided! 
Participants will be entered into a drawing for a $100 
Harding’s gift card. 
Nov 3, 5 pm at Buen Provecho OR Nov 10, 6:30 pm 
at Biggby Coffee Parchment 
Register at the library or online at 
www.parchmentlibrary.org  

2
nd

 Sundays Live! Free Concert Series 
Kait Rose – Singer/Songwriter of Americana Music 
Nov 13, 2 pm 
  
Environmental Health Education with MDHHS 
Stop by to learn about what’s going on with the envi-
ronment in your community 
Nov 14, 4-6 pm 
  
Parchment Book Group 
Jacob T. Marley by R. William Bennett 
Nov 14, 6 pm 
  
Author Visit: Ryan Steck 
Author of Fields of Fire, first book in the Matthew 
Redd thriller series 
Nov 15, 6:30 pm 
  
Friends of the Library Book Sale 
Nov 19, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Early Bird admission for $2  
between 8:00 and 9:00 am 
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Are you a singer? We have just begun a Community Choir in 
Parchment, and singers are needed. 

You don’t need to be experienced, just the love of singing is 
enough. We range in age from 14 to mid- 80’s.  

We are currently rehearsing Christmas music, getting ready 
for our debut performance at the Wassailing Event on De-
cember 8th. We plan on singing approximately three num-
bers; and we may do them twice during the evening. 

We rehearse in the lower level of the United Methodist 
Church on Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m., and sing a variety 
of music. We will provide everything you need; you provide 
the voice. If you have questions, you can call my cell phone at 
269 352-6683 or email me at pierceauction@earthlink.net   

Hope to see you there, we are a fun group.  James Pierce   
   The Trustees kindly request that anyone who 

  uses the popcorn machine please clean it  

  afterwards. 

mailto:pierceauction@earthlink.net


 

 

Come as you are! 
We welcome you, we love you, and offer HOPE! 

Parchment United Methodist Church 
225 Glendale Blvd. 

Parchment, MI  49004 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday—Thursday 

9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

2022 

Like us on Facebook! 

 


