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From the desk of… Reverend Thomas A. Davenport

The Old Gospel Ship
There are carvings on the ends of many of our pews in the sanctuary. They are images of Christian symbolism. One of my favorite
images is of a sailing ship.

It is an ancient symbol of the Church! It is to indicate that no
matter what happens in the world, the waves of change or trouble, the storms of
persecution or the sea of disbelief, the Church is the way to reach a safe harbor.
Some of the imagery is the Ark, that saved animals and humans from the flood. It
also reminds us of the ship that Jesus slept in during the storm that frightened the
disciples so much that they had to wake him.
The “ship” is a metaphor of the Church. It is a safe place no matter what we face.
Perhaps it is the dreaded Covid-19 virus, or political unrest. For others, it is the rag-

es of aging, and perhaps Alzheimer’s disease. Others might see the storms of life as
changes in job, or finances, and the plans we have laid out for our lives.
The safety of the old Gospel Ship cannot be underestimated. While so much else in
the world abandons us when trouble comes, the Church of Jesus Christ never does.
Our salvation cannot be taken away by simple trouble! The Love of God is never
separated from us! The world will quickly discard us if we do not have the appeal
we once had! For the world is fickle, but God is faithful!
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So, hold on to the hope of the Ship of Christ, for God is a safe place in difficult
times.
In the JFK Presidential Museum and Library, there is a small block of wood, with the
first line of the “Old Breton Prayer”. Kennedy always kept it on his desk in the Oval
Office.
For me, it is the wrong message! Yes, the seas are
vast, and often troubling, but the ship that we sail is
not small! It is as big as the infinite universe!
Pastor Thom
P.S. Fun activity, can you recall the other symbols carved in the ends of our
pews?
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February 2021

Sun

Mon

Tue
1

7
Worship
@ 10:30

8
Women’s
Cancer
Survivor
Mtg 7:00 pm

Wed

Thu

Fri

2

3

4

9

10

11

Groundhog Scouts 6:30pm
Day

Sat
5

12

6

13

Storage
Room
Cleanup
10 am

Storage
Room
Cleanup
10 am

Scouts 6:15pm

14
Worship
@ 10:30

15

Scouts
6:15 pm

16

Ash
Wednesday

17

Trustee
Mtg.
7:00 pm

18

19

20

24

25

26

27

President’s day

Valentine’s
day

21
Start In
person
Worship
10:30
28
Worship
@10:30

22

Scouts 6:15 pm
Finance Mtg.
1:00 pm

23

Leadership
Mtg. 7pm

A Note From Jim Pierce, Lay Leader: The past year, as your Lay Leader, I have felt somewhat useless, so I
thought, I might send a couple of helpful hints your way.
If you run out of deodorant, you can always put a Bay leaf under your arm. It won’t stop you from perspiring but
when you do you’ll smell like soup.
On a more serious note, keep your car keys close to you at bed time. In case of an emergency, hit the panic button. The horn will not stop until you turn it off or the battery runs down. This might scare away an intruder or
bring assistance from the neighbors.
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ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENT

Greetings all, we will be having a Virtual Ash Wednesday service online February 17, 2021 at
7:00 PM.
My hope is that this will be a meaningful time of reflection, repentance, forgiveness, and healing. Ash
Wednesday is the beginning of the 40 days of Lent leading up to Easter Resurrection!
So, plan to join online, through Facebook or YouTube.
Also, watch your mailbox for our Lenten Calendar with daily activities to share.

Pastor Thom
New Food Distribution Program
This past year has been a difficult one for all of us. It has been especially hard for people without sufficient
food, shelter and clothing. The need for food alone has increased by 65%. The volume of food going
through our own Blessing Box has been staggering.
To help meet the need of individuals and families, who are food insecure, we are launching a new program
in partnership with the Food Bank of South Michigan. The name of the new program is the Fresh Food

Initiative. We will start with one night a month where we will distribute 25 pound boxes of food. The
boxes will contain both fresh food items as well as packaged food. The cost to our church is only $2 per
box! Due to generous donations from our congregation, we currently have an account at the Food Bank
with a substantial balance to support this program. For the first six months there will actually be no cost to
our church due to grant monies available! We do have the opportunity to provide additional food items
such as milk, bread, meat, cheese, etc.
We will need four to six volunteers each night that we distribute food. Some volunteers will be checking
people in through the parking lot, directing traffic flow and loading the boxes into vehicles. This will be a
contactless activity which will begin at 4pm and continue to 7pm or until supplies are exhausted.
You can help this program in several ways…

-your prayerful support as we continue to find ways to help our community
-volunteer to help at the monthly distribution
-donate funds to purchase items that we cannot get through the food bank such as milk and bread
If you would like to volunteer to help, please contact Linda Flowers at 269.744.7533 or
flow115@global.net. Linda is organizing a volunteer list. If you have questions or for more information
please contact Nancy Lenz at 269.207.5569 or nancyjlenz@gmail.com.
Our Blessing Box will continue to be an important site for distributing food. Please continue to bring food
items for donation to our community.
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Donations can still be made online!
Go to our website at:
www.parchmentumc.org
Click on the Donate Online link listed on
the left side of the Home Page. Then...
1 Sherry Jones

15 Joyce Dennison

1 Flynn McKinney

15 Carol Hilboldt

2 Sharon Ebbitt

18 Ella DeGraw

4 Dustin Croy

18 Ronda Kuhnert

5 Ian McKinney

18 Alexis Moore

6 Steve Gillespie

21 Gregory DeWard

7 Dan Closson

22 Julie Dinsmore

8 Barbara Gruizinga

24 Kay Miller

9 Harry Parker

24 Jim Cole

13 Barb Glennon

26 Sheryl Roberts

13 Lois Stegman

28 Marcus DeGraw

Click on this button.
Donations can be made to the General
Fund, to Ministry Shares, and/or to
UMCOR, and may be set up for onetime donations, or recurring donations.

13 Nancy Taylor

5 Carl & Carla Gillespie (‘00)

Red cross
Blood Drive
@ PUMC
Monday,
February 8, 2021
12 noon - 5:45 p.m.
The Trustees are announcing
that the church storeroom reorganization will take place beginning at 10 AM Friday,
February 12.

IN PERSON WORSHIP
At our Leadership Council meeting on January 26, 2021, we agreed to
plan for in person worship beginning February 21, 2021 at 10:30 am
in the sanctuary.
Our Bishop has recommended that we consider opening up when the
numbers decrease to 5% positive rate for our area. Our numbers have
been coming down and are currently at 7.3%. If they continue to fall as
expected, we will gather with safe precautions, (masks, hand sanitizer, and
social distancing). We will continue to broadcast the service on-line, and
so you can be included if you decide that you want to stay home. There is
no pressure from this pastor to insist you come! I want you to know
your safety is my greatest concern. So, if you feel safer at home, please
join online.
If the numbers increase (my fear is after restaurants open on February 1st,
we might see an increase 2 weeks later…) then we will notify the congregation of any change of plans.

Clean out will continue on
Saturday, February 13
beginning at 10 AM.
Contact Russ Sandefur or Dan
Closson for more information.

New Wi-Fi address;
ParchmentUMC_guest
Password: umcguest
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THE PAGE 5
FUNNIES

February 2nd
Groundhog Day

What's the difference
between a $20 steak and a $55
steak?
February 14th!
So today at church a guy in a
robe tried to drown me!

Would February March?
No, but April May!

Remember President’s Day
February 15th
Q: How was George Washington able to be so healthy?
A: He had a strong constitution.
Q: What kind of tea did the American colonists want?
A: Libertea
Q: What was the most popular dance in 1776?
A: Indepen-dance.
What did the farmer give his wife for Valentine’s Day?
Hogs and kisses.

And what did the tweenager give his mom?

And I kid you not, my family
just stood there taking
pictures!

Remember seven days without
prayer makes one
weak!

Ughs and kisses!

Why didn’t they play cards on the Ark?
Because Noah was always
standing on the deck
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Parchment United Methodist Church
225 Glendale Blvd.
Parchment, MI 49004

Come as you are!
We welcome you, we love you, and offer HOPE!

Like us on Facebook!

2021

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday—Thursday
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

