Parchment United Methodist Church
225 Glendale Blvd.
Parchment, MI 49004

Volume 26, Issue 5

PUMC Connections
From the desk of… Reverend Thomas A. Davenport

May 2021
In for the Long Haul…
It has been a long and difficult year. For many folks, it has been particularly hard, as the
social contact with friends and family have been so limited. Of course, the church family
has struggled.

For many, using the phone or the computer has been helpful. Being able to see each other
on a computer is better than nothing! I remember seeing movies and tv shows imagining
the future (years ago), and seeing TVs on wristwatches, and TV phones! Well, it really has
happened.
For others, it has been difficult because the technology is beyond our grasp.
The church has continued to present a video of worship each week, and we will continue
long beyond this pandemic. My hope is that we will recognize how vital this is for shut-ins,
as well as church folks who live in different cities or states! Our weekly broadcast reaches
80 to 100 households, which is likely beyond our traditional congregation.
At noon, Monday through Friday, I host a 10-12 minute daily devotion, based on Celtic Daily Prayer edited by Richard Foster. It is a short break in the day, for prayer, scripture, and a
devotion. I hope you pop in sometime on Facebook. Look for Celtic Daily Prayer – Midday.
You will be able to join each day, but also view past videos.
I believe the purpose is that time are changing, and the Church changes also. That is not
saying the Gospel of Jesus Christ changes, but rather the tools and methods.
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Historically, the design of church building changed in order to use better acoustics to hear
the spoken word. Pulpits were elevated, which allowed the preacher to be heard by the
back row saints! In the 20th century, church began to use microphones, and electric lights
(rather than candles, or kerosene lamps). Choirs were enhanced by acoustic tiles and risers, to allow a better singing space. All these were changes made from the beginning days
of the church meeting in the catacombs of Rome!
The message of the Gospel is the same. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”
The Body of Christ is always evolving to share the Gospel to a new and next generation.
This is the long haul for any faithful congregation!

Pastor Thom

Deadline
For June 2021 Issue:
Monday, May 17, 2021
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May 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2
Worship @
10:30

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
Worship @
10:30

10

11

12

13

14

15

17

Scouts 6:15 pm

18

Lunt Fund
mtg.
7:00 p.m.

19

20

21

22

24

25

26

27

28

29

Scouts
6:15 pm

Mother’s Day

16
Worship
@10:30

23
Worship
@10:30

Finance Mtg.
1:00 pm

30
Worship
@ 10:30

Memorial Day

Leadership
Mtg.
7:00 pm

Fresh Food
Initiative
Distribution
PUMC
Parking Lot
5-7 pm

Trustee
Mtg.
7:00 pm

31

(we move outside next week)
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May

2 Noah Kuhnert

15 Annika Pardee

2 Harold Minor

16 Kellen Seaton

3 Tammie Grabowski

16 Amelia Loney

3 Tom Metzler

19 Dawn Shurter

3 Rachel Schuiteboer

20 Eric Born

5 Cora Hilton

20 Peggy Costello

5 Jacob Hokenmaier

21 Sara Bliesener

5 Rick Holcomb

21 Penny Callen

6 Jacob Bishop

23 Jon Larsen

6 Kathleen Louden

24 Kim Bailey

6 Kim Minor

24 Nancy Meyers

7 Cathleen Smith

26 Verda Clark

8 Haven Born

26 Elizabeth Loney

8 Terry Tilley

26 Andy Knight

9 Russell Sandefur

27 Darren Schmitt

11 Alicia Gumper

27 Ellie Wagner

13 Vicki Carr

28 Daniel VanderMeer

13 Marta Grabowski

31 Georgia Portude

14 Ryan Gillespie
14 Jill Hausermann

9 Tom & Carol Woolworth (‘70)
12 Jim & Joann Pierce (‘73)
13 Dick & Mary Carruthers (‘05)
16 Dave & Tammy Cooper (‘09)
16 Thom Davenport & Elyse Connors (‘87)
23 Bob & Kim Davis (‘97)

REMINDER:
Beginning Sunday, June 6th
our weekly worship service
will be held in the garden at
9:30 a.m.
For everyone's safety, we are practicing
social distancing & using face masks.

We hope to see you soon!
Seeking new Trustees
There are currently openings for the PUMC
Board of Trustees.
The Trustees meet once a month on the 3rd
Thursday of the month
at 7:00 p.m. at the church.
If you are interested in becoming a Trustee,
please contact Pastor Davenport.

Parchment Library programs,
for more information contact the library
@269.343.7747

Storytimes with Mrs. B: Wednesday & Thursday mornings, through May 20 email
ref@parchmentlibrary.org for the Zoom link &
password
Mystery Book Club: 4pm May 17 on Zoom
www.parchmentlibrary.org/mystery-book-club
Steve Rossio: Renovating a KVP Mill Home
7 pm May 18 on Zoom
www.parchmentlibrary.org/renovatig-kvp-millhome
Parchment Action Team: A Community
Forum 7pm May 20 on Zoom
www.parchmentlibrary.org/parchment-actionteam
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Phishing scams and phishing emails
targeting United Methodists members
are on the rise!
Members and leadership of the United Methodist Church
are increasingly the targets of “phishing” emails designed
to pass along viruses and steal personal information for
use in identity theft. According to the chief operations
office at United Methodist Communications,
“Increasingly, scammers are targeting more and more
unsuspecting people, it seems the church and its leadership has become a focus recently.”
One email making the rounds is a classic pyramid
scheme. It asks United Methodist members to contribute
an amount of money and promising much more money
will be sent back to them. No United Methodist church
agency would ever offer such a program.
Below are some tips for spotting phishing emails:
• Phishing emails often try to induce panic to encourage victims to reveal information without thinking it
through. Common strategies include warning about
suspicious activity or log-in attempts, they may include fake invoices and urge clicking on a link to
make a payment or get a refund or coupon. Do not
open any links and discard.
• Sometimes the email will use a heart-tugging message or story. Be on the look out for messages that
seem manipulative and come from unusual addresses.
• Check for spelling, grammar, and punctuation mistakes and awkward writing.
• Beware of hyperlinks. Sometimes scammers purchase
a domain name that is similar to one they are pretending to represent.

REMINDER:

Changes to the Blessing Box
The Kalamazoo County Health Department recently advised PUMC that we should not be
distributing perishable items, any item that needs
refrigeration, in our Blessing Box since we are
unable to control, with any accuracy, the temperatures necessary to ensure the food is
safe for consumption.

Thank you for donating and ensuring that the items
being distributed adhere to established
safety guidelines.

Donations can still be made online!
Go to our website at:
www.parchmentumc.org
Click on the Donate Online link listed on
the left side of the Home Page. Then...
Click on this button.
Donations can be made to the General
Fund, to Ministry Shares, and/or to
UMCOR, and may be set up for one-time
donations, or recurring donations.

LADIES’ DAY 2021
JUNE 8,9,10 OR 11, 2021
Gull Lake Ministries in Hickory Corners, MI will
be hosting their annual Ladies’ Day in June.

New Wi-Fi address;

Ladies’ Day tickets: $37 per person (includes
processing fee).
The Ladies’ Day Gala will be held on Thursday
evening, June 10th.
For more information or to order tickets please
go to gulllake.org/ladies-days or call
Gull Lake Ministries at 800.350.2442.

ParchmentUMC_guest
Password: umcguest
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THE PAGE 5
FUNNIES
“Spring shows
what God can
do with a drab
and dirty
world.”
Virgil A. Kraft

Spring Cleaning
Did a bunch of spring cleaning
and now I’m the proud owner
of another box of random
cords!

I recently sold my
vacuum….
it was just collecting
dust!

A book just fell on my
head...I’ve only got myshelf to
blame!
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Parchment United Methodist Church
225 Glendale Blvd.
Parchment, MI 49004

Come as you are!
We welcome you, we love you, and offer HOPE!

Like us on Facebook!

2021

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday—Thursday
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

