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Our United Methodist Church is dividing…
Hello all, in these last decades, the United Methodist Church has been arguing about LGBTQI persons
and their presence in the UMC and the Kingdom of God.
There are some who want to include all people in every aspect of the life of the church, including clergy
and weddings.
There are some that do not want to include LGBTQI persons in clergy and have weddings in the church
buildings.
This is the crux of the matter. We have been debating this for decades and are not of one mind. To that
end, a new denomination has formed, called the Global Methodist Church. It represents a conservative
view of the life of the church, and of scripture.

The United Methodist Church through the General Conference (supposed to be once every 4 years) has
tried unsuccessfully to change the wording of the Book of Discipline to remove the language that states
“Homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching” as well as the prohibition of clergy to perform
weddings for gay couples. It is out of this frustration that several plans have emerged, as well as this
new denomination.
General Conference has attempted to approve a plan that would make the separation of clergy and
congregations as smooth and painless as possible. But, as many have seen, even an amicable divorce
gets ugly.
The issue is twofold. The first is the way we live with and relate to all people. Is it right to we determine
that some are not acceptable as clergy and that clergy are forbidden to participate in a wedding ceremony between people of the same sex?
The second is the MONEY. Congregations that wish to leave the United Methodist Church are allowed
to if they provide for the Unfunded Pension Liability, as well as a few years of Ministry Shares. They are
also required to spend at least 6 months in informed and intentional discussions about what a separation means. The Conferences of the UMC have also been generous in releasing the churches from the
Trust Clause (which states that the church buildings belong to the Conference, not the local
church). So, I believe that the money argument will settle itself out.
Of course, there are arguments made using scripture from both sides of the debate. Often Old Testament prohibitions are used to declare LGBTQI persons as outside of God’s plan.
The other is that our modern culture has become more accepting of gay people, and the church can do
the same.
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There are several ways we have changed in the last few decades. Clergy Divorce once was a career
ending event. A pastor that divorced their spouse was quietly shown the door. We have reconciled this
and understand that divorce is multi-faceted. Divorce may be caused by a complex multitude of reasons and might be the best plan. Many lay folks have divorce history, and we as church members have
been able to see the harm of shunning a divorced person. We have changed.
Families with children with parents who are not married. Most churches have been able to see that
ministry to and with unmarried parents of children is a good thing! We know that shunning or being
unwelcoming would be a bad decision. We have changed.
Women as clergy is banned in several Christian Churches. This view has been held because of a few obscure passages of scripture (I Timothy 2:12) “I permit no woman to teach or to have authority over a
man; she is to keep silent.” NRSV. However, many denominations, including the traditional Methodist
Church have long recognized that women are called by God to preach, teach, and lead. We have many
women clergy (not enough!) and Bishops. We have changed.
In spite of the ways, we have viewed some social issues, we have changed over the years, for good and
sound scriptural reasons, as well as a recognition that God provides a way for our broken views to be
healed.
I believe it is time for us as a denomination to recognized that we need to change our view. I believe
that the remaining United Methodist Church will pass new changes to the Book of Discipline that will
provide a way for us to welcome all people into the life of the church. I am ready for that change!

Pastor Thom
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May 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

1
Worship
@10:30

2

8
Worship
@10:30

9

Wed
3

Thu
4

Choir
Practice
@6:30pm

Communion
Choir
Practice
@9:30 am

10

Men’s Breakfast
8am @Roxie’s
Choir
Practice
@9:30 am

11

Choir
Practice
@6:30pm

Fri
5

6

1
7

13

14

Mother
Daughter
Dinner
@6pm

12

private
private
birthday
birthday
party
party
set up 11am-5pm
4-8pm
Kitchen/
kitchen/ social hall
social hall
gym

Mothers Day

19

20

21

Trustee
Meeting
@7pm

18

Choir
Practice
@6:30pm

23

24

25

26

27

28

Finance
Meeting
1 pm

Leadership
Meeting
7pm

Fresh Food
Initiative
5-7pm

15
Worship
@10:30

16

22
Worship
@ 10:30

17

Choir Practice
@9:30am

Choir
Practice
@6:30 pm

Recognition
Sunday

29
Worship
@10:30

Sat

30
Memorial
day
Church
office closed

31

Last one out!
If you are the last one out of the church, please
make sure the door closes firmly behind you.
This is especially of concern at the
Glendale door. Thank you!
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You are invited to the
Parchment United Methodist Church
1 Noah Kuhnert
2 Harold Minor
3 Tammie Grabowski
3 Tom Metzler
3 Rachel Schuiteboer
5 Cora Hilton
5 Jacob Hokenmaier
5 Rick Holcomb
6 Jacob Bishop
6 Kathleen Louden
6 Kim Minor
7 Cathleen Smith
8 Haven Born
8 Terry Tilley
9 Russell Sandefur
11 Alicia Gumper
13 Vicki Carr
13 Marta Grabowski
14 Ryan Gillespie

Mother & Daughter Dinner

14 Jill Hausermann
15 Annika Pardee
16 Kellen Seaton
16 Amelia Loney
19 Dawn Shurter
20 Eric Born
20 Peggy Costello
21 Sara Bliesener
21 Penny Callen
23 Jon Larsen
24 Kim Bailey
24 Nancy Meyers
26 Verda Clark
26 Mike Dennison
26 Elizabeth Loney
26 Andy Knight
27 Darren Schmitt
28 Daniel VanderMeer
31 Georgia Portude

Thursday, May 5th @6pm
To ensure adequate food is prepared, reservations required.
To RSVP contact Kandie Wood at 269.355.9003
or Joann Pierce at 269.352.9361
Parchment Community Library
(269) 343-7747, ext. 204
Parchment Book Group
The Impossible Mile by Johnny & Becki Agar May 9,
@6pm
Michigan Notable Author Visit
John Wemlinger, author of The Cut May 10, @6 pm
Mystery Book Club
The Widows of Malabar Hill by Sujata Massey May 16 @4pm
The Science in Science Fiction
Presented by Mike Sinclair May 17, @6 pm

May Anniversaries
9 Tom & Carol Woolworth (‘70)
12 Jim & Joann Pierce (‘73)
13 Dick & Mary Carruthers (‘05)
16 Dave & Tammy Cooper (‘09)
16 Pastor Thom & Elyse Connors (‘87)

The PUMC spring rummage sale
was a great success!
Many hours were dedicated to sorting,
pricing and working at the sale.

To everyone who donated items
and especially to all the volunteers
“THANK YOU!!”

STILL NUTTY!

PUMC Women still have nuts & candy for sale & they will be
sold after services at reduced prices!
To order or to find out what is available, contact Kandie Wood at 269.355.9003
or Joann Pierce at 269.352.9361
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Worship Committee
Wow! What an amazing Lenten season! I hope you all felt
renewed in the spirit as I did!
Now it’s time to start thinking about events in May, then
prepping for Summer Services!
May 22nd (the 4th Sunday in May) will be Recognition
Sunday.
Our last Sunday in the Sanctuary will be June
5th (1st Sunday in June). Pastor Thom will still be up north for
end of Annual Conference activities, so the Lay Servants will
be doing the service that Sunday. Because Pastor Thom will
not be here, Communion will not take place on the first Sunday, but will be moved to the following Sunday.

Volunteers needed!
The trustees are seeking volunteers to assist in lawnmowing at
the church this summer.
We have the “John Costello” John
Deere Memorial riding lawnmower
& an additional walk behind mower
at the church. Please contact Russ

Sandefur (269-207-1841) to help.

Our first Sunday outside for Summer Services (inside the
Social Hall if weather is bad) will be June 12th (the
2nd Sunday of June). Service start time changes to 9:30am
for the summer. Communion will be moved to this date.
This month’s worship committee area spotlight:
Pew Stewards (inside) / Set Up (outside)
When we’re doing services inside the Sanctuary, Pew Stewards help keep the pews clean after services. We’ve never
really had Pew Stewards before and I would like to start this
program. It’s really simple. They go through and pick up any
communion cups, bulletins, etc., left in the pews after service each week. That way we keep our Sanctuary nice and
neat for the following Sunday and for anyone that uses our
Sanctuary… like the piano recital that recently happened!
We’re getting ready to switch over to our outdoor summer
services in June (remember… start time for service during
the summer is 9:30am) and we need people to help set up
the chairs on Sunday mornings. Larry Ballentine has done
this for us every year, and has done an excellent job, but we
need people to help out and not leave all the work for Larry
to do. We usually start setting up between 8:00 and 8:30 am
so we have everything ready to go no later than 9:00.
Please talk to me if you are willing to help. I can create
sign-up sheets if needed.

Carla Gillespie

Worship Committee Chair

Also, if you can assist in the Garden
Service set up/take down this summer, please contact Larry Ballentine
(269-343-4997)…or meet him
before service on Sunday morning.

2022 Milwood Fine Arts Series
Sunday, May 1st @ 3p.m.
Preforming will be
The Grand Rapids
Guitar Quartet
Milwood UMC
3919 Portage Street, Kalamazoo, MI

Masks Required/Refreshments
Free Will Offering
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THE PAGE 5
FUNNIES

Do sprinters eat before a race??
No, they fast!

New game show idea;
OPEN THIS!
A game show where the head of a
company tries to open the packaging
of the products that they sell!
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Parchment United Methodist Church
225 Glendale Blvd.
Parchment, MI 49004

Come as you are!
We welcome you, we love you, and offer HOPE!

Like us on Facebook!

2022

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday—Thursday
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

