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From the desk ofé  Reverend Thomas A. Davenport 

Planting a Gardené 

Spring time gets our interest in planting our gardens. Seeds are 

selling at the local home improvement stores; garden beds are 

getting raked up. Starter plants are growing inside, waiting for Me-

morial Day, so that we can plant them outside. It is a sure sign of 

SPRING to think about our gardens.  

Some of our gardens are for pure beauty! Flowers of every color, 

shape and variety are found throughout the neighborhood. God 

has created such glory in a bloom! 

Some of our gardens are for the joy of eating! Beans, tomatoes, basil, peas, let-

tuce, kale, carrots, peppers, onions, pumpkins, rhubarb, strawberries, raspber-

ries, blueberrieséshall I go on? What delicious things come from a little work 

in the soil. 

SO IT IS WITH THE CHURCH! Spring time should also get us thinking about 

the garden of the Kingdom of God. What preparations do we need to be mak-
ing to start planting our garden? 

Preparing the soil is like preparing the church. We till the soil and remove the 

old growth and weeds. We add nutrients and get it ready. In the church, we 

might do the same thing. Add healthy practices, teach, and learn how to be 

ready, and remove obstacles that prevent growth. 

Growing a church might mean that we focus on the new young plants that are 

struggling to take hold. Gentle water, and good sunlight might translate to in-

tentional welcoming, gradually easing new members into the life of the church, 

and all of us seeing the harvest as the goal. 

Elyse and I have built a few raised garden beds in order to have a good garden. 

It took some thought and resources, and so far, it has produced better veggies 

than in years past. IT IS THE SAME WITH THE CHURCH. 

We all can be intentional about how we grow the church. It is not easy, and it 

might be different than in the past, but the harvest is plentiful, if we plant the 

seeds. 

How do we do it?  

1.  Active and clear communication with those who are in our community 

2.  Be prepared when new friends come, and welcome. 

3.  Resist the idea that new friends must become like us, they might have 

something to teach us! 

4.  Clear away things that are harmful to growth. We will want to share 

leadership and try new things. 

5.  Remember that growing is important and sometimes difficult work (I 

remember growing pains, as a kidé) 

God has made a wonderful garden of the kingdom of God. Letõs make a plan of 

how to make it grow! 

Pastor Thom 
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Head Usher for April:   Kay Miller  

Trustee on Duty for April:   Doyle Sandefur 

April 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Easter 
8am Garden 
Service 

8:45 Breakfst 
 

10:30 Resurrec-
tion Service 

 
11:30 Easter Egg 

Hunt 

2 

Womenôs 
Cancer Survi-
vors 6pm - YL 

 
Boy Scouts 6-
8:30 SH/Gym 

3 

Boy Scouts 
Comm. Mtg. 
6:30 Conf Rm 

 
Family Fun 
Night 6pm 
Basketball 7-8 

4 

Tai Chi - 6-8 
 

Chimes 6:30 
Choir 7:30 

5 

Tai Chi 1-3 
 

Girl Scouts 
6:30 SH 

6 

Cub Scouts 
6-7 Gym 

7 

Rock ón Roll 
Sing-Along  and 
Sock Hop 
SH 
7-9 

 

8 

8am Menôs 
Bkfst 

9:15 Adult 
Sunday  School 
10:30 Worship 
12:30 Private 
Event SH/Kit/

Gym 

9 

Noon-5:45 pm 
Red Cross 
Blood Drive 

 
Boy Scouts 6-
8:30 SH/Gym 

10 
Family Fun 
Night 6pm 

 
Basketball 7-8 

11 
Tai Chi 6-8 

 
Cub Scouts 
5:30-7-YL 

 
Chimes 6:30 
Choir 7:30 

12 
Tai Chi 1-3 

13 
Rummage Sale 
1-6 pm 

 
Cub Scouts 
6:30 - SH 

14 
Rummage Sale 
9-2 pm 

15 
9:15 Adult 

Sunday  School 
10:30 Worship 

16 
Boy Scouts 6-
8:30 SH/Gym 

17 
Family Fun 
Night 6pm 

 
Basketball 7-8 

18 
Tai Chi - 6-8 

 
Chimes 6:30 
Choir 7:30 

19 
Tai Chi 1-3 
Girl Scouts 
6:30 SH 
Juice Plus 
6:45 Lounge 

 
Trustee Mtg 
7 pm - YL 

20 21 
Cub Scouts  
Pinewd Derby 
12-4pm SH/Kit/

Gym 
 

Camp Staff 
Training 10-2-

YL 

22 
9:15 Adult 

Sunday  School 
10:30 Worship 

23 
Worship 
Comm. Mtg 
6pm 

Boy Scouts 
6pm SH/Gym 
Finance Comm 
7pm Conf. Rm. 

24 
Family Fun 
Night 6pm 
Basketball 7-8 

 
Leadership 
Council 7pm 
Lounge 

25 
Tai Chi - 6-8 

 
Chimes 6:30 
Choir 7:30 

26 
Tai Chi 1-3 

27 
Cub Scouts 
6-7 Gym 

28 
Private Event 
9-3 SH/Kit 

 
Vision Day II 
9-Noon 
Lounge 

29 
9:15 Adult 

Sunday  School 
10:30 Worship 
12:30 - Private 
Event -

Sanctuary & SH 

30 
Boy Scouts 6-
8:30 SH/Gym 
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   MARCH ATTENDANCE  

                 WORSHIP  SUNDAY SCHOOL 
3/4   77  18 
3/11            118              12 
3/18   85                15 
3/25           104  17 

1  Sally Gumper 

5  Mariah Gumper 

6  Marian White 

7  LaMarr Miller 

9  Cheryl Baker 

11 Terry Callen 

13 Bonnie Grihalva 

14 Jeri Holcomb 

14 Thomas Davenport 

15 Jennifer Fulop 

16 Madeline Light 

17 Robert Davis 

17 Bev DeBoer 

18 Carla Gillespie 

18 Lyon Bailey 

18 Alvin Holmes 

18 Matthew Larsen 

20 Grace Larsen 

20 Peter Lenz 

21 Bill Kriekard 

24 Carol Schmitt 

25 Kim Campbell 

25 John Davenport 

26 Wendy Tilley 

26 Maia Dowd 

27 Melissa Carr 

28 Chris Alkema 

29 Korey Grihalva 

30 Haylie Born 

30 Brett Crow 

30 Sara Docsa 

 

  UNITED METHODIST WOMENõS COMING EVENTS:  

April 13 (Fri)     1pm-6 pm Rummage Sale 

April 14 (Sat)  9 am-2 pm Rummage Sale 

May 10   6 pm  Mother/Daughter Banquet 

June 7   6 pm  UMW Potluck 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

 

Monday, April 9, 2018 

Noon to 5:45 pm 

PUMC Social Hall 

4  LaMarr & Kay Miller (ô59) 

8  Bob & Mary Kennedy (ô48) 

9  Mike & Joyce Dennison (ô72) 

16 Bob & Laurie Hamilton (ô66) 

17 Howard & Georgia Potrude (ô71) 

Thanks for the 

funnies, Kay 

Wynn.  

Vision Day April 28, 2018  
From 9 am to 12:00 noon.  

 
In the Lounge.  This is the second gathering to talk about 

vision, values, purpose and goals.  Everyone has a voice, 

and your input is critical for us moving forward.  Please 

mark your calendars and plan to attend.  Remember to 

bring your paperwork from the first meeting.  There will 

be donuts! 

FARMERSõ MARKET 

 

 

Pastor Thom has been talking with the Parchment City Manager about a 

Farmersõ Market (the previous one will not be operating this year).  We 

have a great space, and it can be one of the ways we reach out to our 

community.  Pastor Thom is looking for someone or several folks to 

head this project up.  Please talk to Pastor Thom asap! 
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From the Worship Committee 

We need a Head Usher for the month of May, plus first week in June.  We move to 

the Garden June 10.  For the Garden services, we need one Usher to assist with 

handling out bulletins, taking the collection, and helping to set up chairs for the re-

mainder of June, another for July, and another for August.  You do not need to get 

other Ushers for those 3 months.  If you can help, please contact Kay Miller at  

203-7741. 

 

 Friday, April 13  

6:00-8:30 pm 
at the Kalamazoo 

Islamic Center , 
1520 W Michigan Ave, 

Kalamazoo  
To attend this free event, 
register  at the Parchment 

Library or call  

269 343-7747 before April 6  
Limited space available - register 

soon! 

The Kalamazoo Islamic Center community 
invites their friends and neighbors to join them 
for an evening of hospitality at the mosque.    
 
Delicious home-cooked food will be served 
while mingling with your Muslim neighbors.  
 
Ample time will be provided for you to learn 
from your neighbors, the Imam, and local 
Parchment Christian clergy. 

 

 

Dress code guidance:  sleeved shirt and pants/long 

skirt. There are shelves on which to place your 

shoes in the foyer.   You are welcome to join us 

for prayers, which will begin after sundown. 

(Women please bring a head scarf if you choose 

to participate in prayers.) 

CROP WALK  

òEnding Hunger One Step at a Timeó 

 

The 43rd Annual Crop Walk will be held on Sunday, April 29th at 1 pm at Bronson Park. 

 

You can get information for walking and getting pledges from Joy Sandefur in the Social Hall.  

Donations are also welcome. 
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            Kalten Alkema and his GOD AND  
  ME, Religious Emblem for Scouts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

   JB Stewart reading during Scouts 
                       Sunday, March 11, 2018    

 

 

 

Childrenõs Time - Scouts Sunday, March 11, 2018 

Pastor Thom and the serpent!                                            

 

 

 

             

                          Acolytes Kalten Alkema and Connor 

                Miley on Scouts Sunday, March 11, 

                2018. 


