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From the desk of…

Reverend Thomas Davenport

A New Way for
Advent and Christmas
With Christmas, the birth of Christ,
being hijacked by the shopping industry, we find ourselves pressured
to turn this most amazing event in
history into a buying frenzy, which
is anything but what Christ imagined. The television commercials
call it “the season of giving” which
plays right into this notion. While I
am not opposed to giving gifts (I
actually like making gifts for family
and friends at Christmas) I am saddened to see what we have done
with the birth of Jesus.
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Host dinner as a pot luck, and eat
less. Have dinner on December 26th
this year (Christmas is on a Sunday
this year.
Worship with your family, and then
take a walk to look at the pretty
decorated homes.
Give away some of your Christmas
decorations. Someone else might
need soon things, and it will make it
easier to decorate with a little less,
but still festive!

Invite a guest or two to Christmas
dinner with your family. Someone
who might not have family near or
is unable to travel a long distance.
Prepare your heart daily with prayI say “we” because “we” are the er…
ones that make it all happen. If we
choose to do things different, we Gracious God, lover of everyone,
might have a different holiday. I you gave Jesus to the whole world.
know it is hard to turn the Titanic Help me be grateful, and a witness
around, but I have a few suggestions to the transforming power of a baby
as to begin to move the rudder.
wrapped in swaddling clothes and
laying in a manger. Give me a
glimpse of the majesty of the simplicity of grace and peace, that
Make gifts with your hands. Your comes from the humble beginnings
family might appreciate a zucchini of the messiah, and help me to live
bread, or hand knit scarf, or wood- more like Christ.
en picture frame, or toy.
Simplify Christmas:

Grace and Peace,
Rev. Thom
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DECEMBER 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Advent by
Candlelight
6:30pm

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

20

21

22

23

24

29

30

31

9:15 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

8 am Men’s Bkfst
9:15 Sunday Sch.
10:30 Worship
3 pm Charge
Conference

18

9:15 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

Advent Study
6pm

Red Cross Blood
Drive Noon-5:45

Family Fun Nite 6:30 Chimes
AND Christmas 7:30 Choir
Sing-A-Long 6pm
Parchment
Boy Scout Com- Wassailing 6-8pm
mittee Mtg 6:30 Live Nativity

Family Fun Nite
6pm

6:30 Chimes
7:30 Choir

Methodist
Women United
Cookie Packing
8 am

Trustee Mtg 7pm

Advent Study
6pm

19

Advent Study
6pm

Family Fun Nite
6pm

6:30 Chimes
7:30 Choir

Christmas Eve
Worship 7 pm

Cub Scouts Committee Mtg 6:30

25

9:15 Sunday
School
10:30 Christmas
Worship

26

27

Family Fun Nite
OFFICE CLOSED 6pm
Leadership Committee 7 pm
Christmas Holiday

28

6:30 Chimes
7:30 Choir

Head Usher for December:
Trustee on Duty for December: Dave Carr
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1 Holly Ford
3 Drew Porritt
3 Eleanor Fredrickson
6 Mary Wagner
7 Kelly Alkema
7 Melinda Triemstra
8 Pam Porritt
11 Gordon Mahieu
13 Rusty Schuiteboer
19 Margaret Mead
20 Renee Loney
23 Joy Minor
24 Melissa DeGraw
27 Nancy Lenz
29 Adam Lenz
30 Grace MacCarron

1 Mark & Grace MacCarron (‘56)
18 Bob & Kay O’Boyle (‘54)
19 John & Pat Davenport (‘53)
31 Steve & Jeanne Carstens (‘86)

PLEASE…
Let the office know if something was
left out of the Newsletter.
A birthday? An anniversary?
We really want to know so we can
correct it!

RED CROSS
BLOOD DRIVE
Monday, December 12
Noon to 6 pm

The Boy Scouts Third Annual Christmas Tree Sale began Friday, November 25 in the Hardings parking lot.
5’-6’ trees are $30 and 6’-7’ trees are $40. HOURS: Fridays 5-8 pm; Saturdays 10-8 pm; Sundays 12-5 pm.
SPECIAL HOURS during Wassailing on Wednesday December 7th 5-8 pm.
ALSO…
This holiday season Cub Scout Pack 218 will be holding a toy and winter clothing drive to benefit families in
the Parchment area. We'll be collecting toys and winter clothing in Harding's parking lot during Wassailing
on December 7th. We're looking to collect new, unwrapped toys and new or gently used, clean winter
coats, hats, and gloves.

ATTENDANCE
November 6
November 13
November 20
November 27

WORSHIP
98
100
105
88

Virginia Overloop and Family

SUNDAY SCHOOL
24
22
19
26
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U.M.C.O.R. - United Methodist Committee on Relief
U.M.C.O.R. serves dozens of countries in the world, including the United States.
A PLACE WHERE YOU CAN SERVE THE WORLD!
Our church contributes to U.M.C.O.R. once each year or more.
Dean Clark

2016 Parchment United Methodist Church
Charge Conference December 11, 2016 @ 3:00 PM
Your voice is needed! Once a year, every congregation of the United Methodist Church
convenes a “charge conference”. It is an old name, that comes from the days when a pastor would be appointed to several churches on a circuit, that would be the “charge”.
At this yearly conference, the members have an opportunity to celebrate the ministry of
the past year, and to look forward to the future. We also take care of some business. We
take a vote on the salary for the pastor, we receive reports from our Lay Servants
(formerly Lay Speakers). If there is any among us who are feeling God’s call into ministry,
we recommend them. We report on our membership changes, and a few other things.
This year, we are asking the members of the congregation to approve the plan recommended by the Leadership Council for the gift we received from the Gordon Lunt estate.
To do this, we will have a presentation directly following worship on December 11, 2016 in
the sanctuary, where we will then take a written ballot vote to approve the recommendation.
All members have a voice and vote in these matters! And your voice and vote matter!
We will then report that vote at our 3:00 meeting. All members are invited to attend
both the meeting in the sanctuary, as well as the Charge Conference at 3:00 pm.
Pastor Thom
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Holiday Bazaar
The Bazaar Committee would like to extend a heartfelt “Thank You” to all who contributed to the annual Holiday Bazaar! Whether in contributing items to sell, setting
up, working that day, etc., we couldn’t do it without you! There were many positive
comments from those shopping at the bazaar, and from our visiting vendors. And to
top it off, we were blessed with good weather! Thank you!

CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS
This year we will be providing small Christmas baskets to our own shut-ins. There is no specific
group sponsoring this project and there are ways for all to participate. Volunteers will be appreciated for both packing and distribution. Please call Joy Sandefur (616-560-1919) with questions, or if you would like to volunteer.

PASTOR THOM’S ADVENT STUDY
Because of Bethlehem by Max Lucado
Continues on Monday nights - December 5, 12 & 19 at 6
pm (a change from the 7 pm previously announced). This
is being held in the Lounge - for approximately one hour.

From Howard and Georgia Potrude
YEAR END FINANCIAL REMINDERS

In order for your contributions to count for your 2016 Tax Return, they must be received in the
church before the end of the year, or postmarked by December 31, 2016. The check must be dated 2016 in order to be applied to your 2016 return. Any checks that land in the collection plate on
Sunday morning, January 1, 2017 are contributions for the year 2017 regardless of the date on the
check.
The offering envelopes for 2017 will be put out on a large table set up in the narthex, in alphabetical order, for people to pick up during the last half of December and the month of January. These
envelopes may be picked up on Sunday mornings or during church office hours.
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Christmas Sing-a-Long
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2016
Hosted by the PUMC Stringers and Singers
The Sing-A-Long will be held in conjunction with Family Fun Night. At 6:00 pm
participants will enjoy a pot-luck dinner (please bring a dish to share if you wish to come for dinner.) The music will start about 6:30 pm. You need not bring a dish if you are coming for the
Sing-A-Long only.
Popular Christmas music will include White Christmas, Rockin' Around
the Christmas Tree, Rudolf, Jingle Bell Rock, and many others!
Friends, Food, and Christmas Music….What could be better?

USHERS NEEDED FOR 2017
The Worship Committee is looking for ushers who are willing to sign up for two months during the
year. The “Head Usher for the Month” is responsible for securing four ushers each week and letting the
secretary know the names so they can be included in the bulletin. The “Head Usher for the Month” also
takes a count for the attendance and reports it to the office. If acolytes are not available, he/she stands
in for that duty as needed.

Kudos to…
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Steve Gillespie who JUST (today) repaired our internet
connection AND supplied PUMC with WIRELESS!!
Thank you, Steve. We are very grateful.

TRUNK OR TREAT!!
(an unbelievable success!)
This event was sponsored by the Education Committee who set up decorations, served refreshments and master-minded the Scary Hallway. We wish to give a special thank you to
Dan Miley, for getting the word out to local businesses who made donations and came out
to support us. We estimate there were 400-500 kids and parents who graced our church
for this event. No one could have imagined that kind of turn-out!
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Parchment United Methodist Church
225 Glendale Blvd.
Parchment, MI 49004

A Purpose-Driven Church Serving Christ in
the Heart of Parchment
Like us on Facebook!

2016
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday—Thursday
9:00 a.m.—1 p.m.

