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From the desk of…      Reverend Thomas Davenport 

When Compassion Wakes Up 

 

When compassion wakes up in us, we find ourselves more willing to become 

vulnerable, to take the risk of entering the pain of others. We open our lives to 

them in a genuine willingness to be known. We tell them our own story of suf-

fering as a way of offering healing and hope. We feel their heart bleeding into 

ours; we catch their tears. We relieve their pain as much as we are able, and by 

relieving theirs, we relieve God’s. 

Sue Monk Kidd, author 

 

In the life of every person, there seem to be cycles of caring and compas-

sion. In one phase, we are the ones who receive compassion from others. 

We might be the ones need of caring when we are young and vulnerable. 

In another part of the cycle we might be empathetic but unable to care, 

or we just cannot. Other times we might be wounded, or guarded, and 

unwilling to take a risk, because we have been damaged when we have 

offered compassion and it was rejected or ignored, and so we put up 

walls.  

But there can be a time when compassion wells up within us, and we can-

not resist caring. We have been so blessed, and we see the need so clear-

ly, that we must share. 

I am sure that there are similar cycles in the life of the church. A young 

church is in need of nurture and community, so the compassion is in-

wardly directed, but as the church matures, we move into different stag-

es. Growing, Protecting… However, a healthy church finds the way to 

expression compassion without limits. Extravagant generosity, overflow-

ing compassion, all without hope of payback! Jesus said: 

“And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that 

to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. But love 
your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get 

anything back.” Luke 6:34-35a 

I suggest that our love extend to all, neighbors, strangers, distant ac-

quaintances, and enemies… 

I wonder what ways God will stretch us in the coming year of 2017! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Thom 



 

 

Page 2 

Head Usher for January:  Dave Schmitt 

Trustee on Duty for January:  Russ Sandefur 

January 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9:15 Sunday Sch 
10:30 Worship 

 
 

2 

 
Celebrated 

New Year’s Day 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

3 

6 pm Fam. Fun 
Nite 

4 

6:30 Chimes 
7:30 Choir 

 

5 6 7 

8 

8 am Men’s Bkfst 
Michelle’s 

 
9:15 Sunday Sch 
10:30 Worship 

9 

 
6:30 pm Basket-

ball 

10 

6 pm Fam. Fun 
Nite 

 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts Comm 
Mtg -Conf Rm 

11 

6:30 Chimes 
7:30 Choir 

12 13 14 

4-8 pm Cub 
Scouts Pack Mtg 

15 

9:15 Sunday Sch 
10:30 Worship 

16 

6:30 pm Basket-
ball 

17 

6 pm Fam. Fun 
Nite 

18 

6:30 Chimes 
7:30 Choir 

19 

7 pm Trustee Mtg 

20 21 

22 

9:15 Sunday Sch 
10:30 Worship 

23 

 
6:30 pm Basket-

ball 
 

7 pm Finance 
Comm. 

 

24 

6 pm Fam. Fun 
Nite 

 
 

7 pm Leadership 
Council 

25 

6:30 Chimes 
7:30 Choir 

26 27 28 

29 

9:15 Sunday Sch 
10:30 Worship 

30 

 
6:30 pm Basket-

ball 

31 

6 pm Fam. Fun 
Nite 
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Kudos to… 

Kay Wynn who tirelessly finds 4 Greeters to welcome 

us at the door each Sunday. 

Our Head Ushers who provide us with 4 Ushers to 

assist with the offering collection every Sunday. 

 

   DECEMBER ATTENDANCE 

                         WORSHIP    SUNDAY SCHOOL 
December  4        109              23 
December 11         96              23 
December 18       102              19 
December 24       156                
December 25         61 

There are no 

January anniversaries 

 1   Jean Closson 

 1   Russ DeBoer 

 5   Katelyn Ford 

 7   Mark MacCarron 

 8   Sue Gartz 

 8   Bill Nichols 

 9   Steve Cartens 

 9   Rhonda Cermak 

 9   Elizabeth Kester 

 9   Carol Woolworth 

10  Clifton Pullen 

12   Tyson Holderbaum 

12   Val Pardee 

13   Jeanne Carstens 

13   Adam Fulop 

14   Emily Miley 

18   Lilian Fulop 

18   Michelle VanderMeer 

20   Richard “Bill” Burton 

20   Allison Gumper 

21   Jim Parker 

22   Doug Bailey 

24   Kalten Alkema 

26   Maya Pardee 

26   Patricia Davenport 
 

Below are the names of members who 
passed away in 2016.  The Lord has taken 
you Home.  You will be missed. 
 
Hilde Ulbrich 2/7/16 
Doug Pardee 5/1/16 
Bob Gray 5/21/16 
Barbara Adams 7/12/16 
Marvin Overloop 11/9/16 



 

 

Page 4 

 

U.M.C.O.R.  - United Methodist Committee on Relief 

U.M.C.O.R. serves dozens of countries in the world, including the United States. 

A PLACE WHERE YOU CAN SERVE THE WORLD! 

Our church contributes to U.M.C.O.R. once each year or more. 

 

OUR GIVING TO MISSIONS IN 2016: 

 

 Blanket Sunday    $181 

 Missionary Delbert Groves  $530 

 Heifer Project    $233 

 P.E.T. Project     $231 

 Papillion Orphanage   $296 

 

 Human Relations Day   $ 84 

 One Great Hour of Sharing  $211 

 Native American Ministries  $182 

 Peace with Justice    $ 44 

 World Communion Sunday  $ 70 

 United Methodist Student Day  $197 

 UMCOR Special Offering for Haiti $741 

 

 Ministry with Community  $276 

 United Methodist Children’s Home $199 

 Kalamazoo Gospel Mission  $284 

 Generous Hands    $249 

 Loaves & Fishes    $435 

 Thanksgiving Food Baskets  $663 

 Food Baskets    $495 

 

 #1 Lenten Soup Supper   $ 62 

 #2 Lenten Soup Supper   $118 

 #3 Lenten Soup Supper   $ 95 

   Grand Total:   $5,876 

 

In addition to these totals, our 2016 Christmas Offering was $1403 with 50% going to 

local missions and 50% going to world missions. 
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New Year’s Resolutions! 

 

The first week of January, gyms and yoga classes everywhere are packed with people 
who made new years resolutions to tone up. It’s like sardines in there. Big sardines. But 
they’re all gone by February. 
- Anonymous 
 
My new years resolution is not to shovel snow. Since I'm gonna be in Florida, I feel 
pretty good about it. 
- Greg Tamblyn 
 
If you make a New Year’s resolution to eat a healthy diet, and you keep it, you won’t ac-
tually live longer, but it will seem longer. 
- Greg Tamblyn 
 
Youth is when you're allowed to stay up late on New Year's Eve. Middle age is when 
you're forced to. 
- Bill Vaughan 
 
Wait a second, there's ANOTHER year? I have to do it all over again??? 
- Jake Vig 

 

Thanks to the very generous gift to the church from Gordon Lunt, 

we were able to pay off our mortgage and create an investment to 

fund Mission and Ministry for many years to come. 

 

 

Dear Church Family: 

Thank you so much for your gifts and cards at our "Open House" and the 

very generous Christmas Eve gift. Elyse and I are planning a trip for our 

30th Anniversary and we will put this toward our savings for our journey.  

 

Merry Christmas! 

Thom and Elyse  
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