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Pastor Mike Tupper Pastor Thom Davenport
Good bye and thanks!

Stand Still, Move On

Last Sunday I spent the last part of my
message naming some of the many people
who have been so helpful to my ministry
and our church’s ministry in the past five
years. I couldn’t begin to name all of you
specifically. But each of you has touched
our hearts in an important way. We treasure the wonderful relationships we shared.

“Stability calls me to stand still, to stand
firmly planted not on any plot of ground
but within myself, not running away
from who I am….Yet I am presented
with the necessity of living open to continual conversion, ready to grow and
change and move on. On the one hand
I find that I must stay still; on the other,
that I need continually to change. As I
try actually to live in this way I find that
here I encounter a fundamental tension
that I know I can never expect to escape or evade, but one which answers
a deep need in me, so that simultaneously I stand firm and yet also I move
on.”
Esther de Waal
Source: Living With Contradiction

Lori and I would like to say good bye and
thanks to you in person on Sunday, June
26. I will be preaching my final sermon at
the 9:30 a.m. service. It will highlight what I
believe and what I’ve tried to accomplish in
my 35 years of ministry. Then we will gather again at 3:00 p.m. on June 26 at the
church for a special worship service followed by light refreshments. This is our
Retirement Celebration. Lori is retiring
from being a secretary and teacher for
over thirty years. I will be retiring after
serving seven United Methodist churches
in Missouri, Indiana, Kentucky and Michigan.
Lori and I look forward to the coming year
of travel. We’ll be visiting PEI, Glacier,
Banff, Alaska, Boundary Waters, Italy, New
Zealand, St. Croix, New Orleans, the Desert Southwest USA and more. After that,
I’ll be returning to some church ministry
position and my advocacy work.

Greetings! I am so excited about
coming to Parchment UMC as pastor! I
am looking forward to meeting and
learning names (and forgetting them,
please wear name tags for me…) and
learning them again! I am looking forward to hearing your stories of faith
and love of Christ. I am anxious to discover what makes you happy and joyful. I am waiting for the day when we
will enter His Gates with Thanksgiving
in our Hearts, and worship God together.
One of the constants of life is change,
even though we are wishing things
could stay as they are. But God is in
the Change! God is with us as we
move into new things.
I am grateful for the welcome I have
received from many of you already. We
will be in worship on July 3rd in the garden!
Rev. Thomas A. Davenport
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July 2016
Sun

3

Mon

4

9:30 am Worship in the Garden

10

5

Wed

6

7

Sat

1

2

8

9 Kindleberger
Scouts Bkfast

11

12

13

14

15

6 pm Family
Fun Night

18

25

9:30 am Wor6:30 Finance
ship in the Gar- Committee
den

19

16
UMM Allchurch garage
sale

20

21

22

23

29

30

7 pm Trustee
Meeting

26

27

6 pm Family
Fun Night

6 pm Scouts

28

31
9:30 am Worship in the Garden

Head Usher for July: Sally Gumper
Trustee on duty for July: Russ Sandefur
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Fri

Festival

9:30 am WorNewsletter Arti- 6 pm Family
ship in the Gar- cles Due
Fun Night
den

24

Thu

6 pm Family
Fun Night

9:30 am Worship in the Garden

17

Tue

3

Mary Metzler

10 Maxine Cole
12 Kim Davis
13 Scott Docsa
Mackenzie Kriekard
14 Emmy Grabowski
18 Scott Shurter
20 Karenna Minor

25 Huston Born
26 Cael McKinney
Joel Meyers
27 Julie Born
28 Arlo Dunkelberger
29 Julee Shelton
Allison Webster
30 Mia Parker

21 Richard Carruthers
22 Dorothy Ragan*
Betty Bissell

*This shut in would appreciate a card or phone
call.

July 17: Chris & Kelly Alkema (1999)

To Gordon and Marie Mahieu who
celebrated their anniversary on
June 7th. So sorry you were overlooked in the June newsletter!

PLEASE NOTE:
Along with our email address of
parchmentumc@tds.net, we have an
additional email address which is:
umcparchment@gmail.com

Kudos to…


Sally Gumper for her willingness to go to Annual
Conference AGAIN this year!!!



Esther Manni who provides our Sunday Worship in
the Garden with piano music throughout the summer!



Larry Ballentine who does so much for this church
including setting up chairs and the altar for the Worship
in the Garden services. Thank you, Larry!

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

June 5

64

June 12

85

June 19

83

June 26
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We are hoping to see you at our Mission’s booth at the Kindleberger Festival. Our pulled
pork sandwich has been a favorite with festival patrons, and our iced tea is great! Also, if
you want sweet tea iced, we have that too!

Our booth will be in the same place as it has been for the last several years, so it won’t be
hard to find us.
See you there!!
World Missions

Food Baskets
We are no longer able to continue the holiday food basket program here at PUMC. Is
there another group willing to take over this project? If that isn't possible, this long tradition here at our church has come to an end. We are very sorry to see this happen.
We want to thank everyone who has helped over the years with their time and their
money.
If you have questions, please contact Mike Dennison at 349-9342 or Helen Norris at
349-4473.
The Outreach Committee
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Calling ALL pie bakers!
The UMW is looking for pies to sell at their booth during the Kindleberger festival. If you cannot bake a
pie, please consider donating money to help cover the cost of others who are willing to do the baking.
Joann Pierce is also looking for booth workers!
July 9th
DON’T FORGET TO STOP BY AND PURCHASE A PIE!

Another year of greeters has come to a close. I wish to thank all those who so graciously
accepted to greet at the church. This may not seem important, but greeting at each door
does set the theme for the service by welcoming members and visitors. You are
very special people, and I may call on you again in the fall if Pastor Davenport wishes me to
continue with lining up greeters.
God Bless you all.
Kay Wynn

Attention choir members, praise singers and players, and chime players: Music picnic at the
O'Boyle home will be Sunday, August 14 at noon. Bring meat of your choice and a dish to
pass. Table service, iced tea, lemonade and water furnished. (If you have a favorite lawn chair,
please bring it.) If you need directions, please call Bob at (269)760-2134. Looking forward to
seeing everyone again! Address is: 2736 Burlington Drive, Hickory Corners (Gull Lake, just
north of Gull Lake Ministries.)

Fall Bazaar 2016
Summer is here! It’s a great time to work on crafts and try new recipes for the Fall Bazaar in
November. We anticipate a similar format to last year with the amazing food display, a beautiful quilt to raffle, specialty candy and nuts from the Men’s Group, gifts from the Missions
Committee, and a few vendors. More information will be available as the date draws closer.
If you have any questions in the meantime, please contact Cheryl Baker (344-2611) or Joann
Pierce (349-3691).
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HOLY ROLLERS CAR SHOW
And the winner is………...

Notary Services Available
Kandie Wood
269.341-9138
K.r.wood1@att.net
2015 KINDLEBERGER FESTIVAL
UMW PIE SALES BOOTH
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Pastor Thomas Davenport
On July 3, 2016, we will be welcoming Pastor Thomas Davenport, as he gives his
first message to us from Acts 9:1-19. We pray the weather will be delightful and
that we may have Worship in the Garden with the flowers in bloom and the birds
singing.
Pastor Thom comes to us from Simpson United Methodist Church in Bangor, MI,
where he has served since 2007. He was formerly the Director of the Wesley
Foundation of Kalamazoo from 2002-2007.
He is a graduate of West Bloomfield High School, Western Michigan University
(BS Music—1982), Asbury Theological Seminary (M. div—1989), and additional
studies at Wesley Theological Seminary.
He was ordinated as Deacon in 1987 and Elder in 1991 (Detroit Annual Conference).
Pastor Thom is married to Elyse Connors and has four adult children. The couple
live just minutes from Parchment United Methodist Church.
Pastor Thom is an amateur carpenter, guitar player, tubist, fly fisherman and kayak
enthusiast.

You may reach Pastor Thom by email at: pastorthomm@hotmail.com or on his
cell phone (269) 762-3159.
Let’s give him a warm welcome and let him know just how happy we are to have
him as the new pastor of our wonderful church!

Page 7

Parchment United Methodist Church
225 Glendale Blvd.
Parchment, MI 49004

A Purpose-Driven Church Serving Christ in
the Heart of Parchment

Like us on facebook!

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday—Thursday
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

