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From the desk of…  Reverend Thomas A. Davenport 

Who made room for you? 
I have been thinking about our history, the be-

ginnings at the Community House, and then 

the decision to build a church building in the 

1960’s. I have looked at the pictures, and read 

the history. There were many faithful folk who had vision, and wel-

comed new members, and families. Some came because of our 

Preschool Co-op. Some came because someone invited them. 

Some came because this was the new “community church”. 

And the leaders of the church made room for all the new families 

that were joining. They taught Sunday School Classes, they nur-

tured new members into leadership, they made new folks feel 

welcomed and needed. 

I wonder if we took a moment to name those people that wel-

comed you, we would come up with quite a list! Some of them 

probably yielded a spot on a committee so someone new could 

join. Others invited people to sit with you at a table, or to a spe-

cial dinner. 

This is something that every healthy church does. Constantly in-

viting others, and making room for everyone at the table! 

I have been reading about the future of the local church. Like you, 

I am concerned and thinking about what will happen to Parch-

ment United Methodist Church! But I believe that if we truly love 

the church, we will do what was done for us when we were new. 

For the sake of the future! 

In the first Century of the Church, the disciples were sharing the 

story, celebrating the Lord’s Supper, teaching and preaching the 

Gospel. They were constantly getting bigger tables and bigger 

meeting spaces! And they were making room for everyone! 

I believe it is essential for the life of the Church of Jesus to do the 

same, as well as for the direct future of Parchment United Meth-

odist Church! 

It is also essential that if our “WELCOME” is authentic and real, it 

means that any and everyone is included fully! 

Pastor Thom 
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Head Usher for May:      Marti Poolman 

Trustee on Duty for May:    David Schmitt 

May 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

6:30 Basketball 
6:30 Chimes 
7:30 Choir 
 

 

2 

Kindleberg 
Connection set-
up & practice 
5:30 pm - SH 

3 

 

4 

 
 
 
Rock & Roll 
Sing-a-Long 
and Sock Hop 
7:00-9:00 pm 
Social Hall 

5 

9:15 Sunday 
School 
 
10:30 Worship 
 
 

6 

5:30 Wolf Cubs 
CR 
 
6:00 Worship 
Comm Mtg -
Conf.Rm. 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
SH 

7 

6:00 Fam Fun 
Nite SH/Kit 
 
6:00 Bear Cubs  
CR 

8 

4:00 UMW 
Meal for Bob 
Woodruff 
SH/Kit 
 
6:30 Basketball 
6:30 Chimes 
7:30 Choir 

9 

6:00 Mother/
Daughter Ban-
quet SH/Kit 
 
6:00 Arrow 
Cubs - CR 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

9:15 Sunday 
School 
 
10:30 Worship 
 
 

13 

5:30 Wolf Cubs 
CR 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
SH 

14 

6:00 Fam Fun 
Nite SH/Kit 

15 

6:30 Basketball 
6:30 Chimes 
7:30 Choir 

16 

7:00 Juice Plus 
Lounge 
 
7:00 Trustee 
Mtg-YL 

17 

Sat. Private 
Event Set up 
after 5pm 

18 

Private Event 
 

19 

9:15 Sunday 
School 
 
10:30 Worship 

20 

5:30 Wolf Cubs 
CR 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
SH 
 
7:00 Finance 
Comm Mtg-
Conf Rm 

21 

6:00 Fam Fun 
Nite SH/Kit 
 
6:00 Bear Cubs 
CR 

22 

6:30 Basketball 
6:30 Chimes 
7:30 Choir 

23 

6:00 Arrow 
Cubs - SH 

24 

 

25 

9:00 Car Show 
SH/Kit/Pkg Lot 

26 

9:15 Sunday 
School 
 
10:30 Worship 
 
 

27 

Memorial  
     Day 
 
 
 

28 

6:00 Fam Fun 
Nite SH/Kit 
 
7:00 Leader-
ship Council 
Lounge 

29 

6:30 Basketball 
6:30 Chimes 
7:30 Choir 

30 

Annual Confer-
ence today thru 
June 2, 2019 

31 

Auction Setup 
Gym - All day 
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   APRIL ATTENDANCE 

                 WORSHIP  SUNDAY SCHOOL 
4/7   94  18 
4/14   98  17 
4/21           139   0 
4/28   73  17 

2  Noah Kuhnert 

2  Harold Minor 

3  Tammie Grabowski 

3  Tom Metzler 

3  Rachel Schuiteboer 

5  Cora Hilton 

5  Jacob Hokenmaier 

5  Rick Holcomb 

6  Jacob Bishop 

6  Kathleen Louden 

6  Kim Minor 

6  Daloma Poe 

7  Cathleen Smith 

8  Haven Born 

8  Terry Tillley 
9  Russ Sandefur 

11 Alicia Gumper 

11 Andrew Porritt 

12 Caron Laws 

13 Vicki Carr 

13 Marta Grabowski 

14 Ryan Gillespie 

14 Jill Hausermann 

15 Annika Pardee 

16 Kellen Seaton 

16 Amelia Loney 

19 Dawn Shurter 

20 Eric Born 

20 Peggy Costello 

21 Sara Bliesener 

21 Penny Callen 

23 Jon Larson 

24 Kim Bailey 

24 Nancy Meyers 

26 Verda Clark 

26 Mike Dennison 
26 Elizabeth Loney 

26 Andy Knight 

27 Darren Schmitt 

27 Ellie Wagner 

28 Daniel Vander Meer 

31 Georgia Potrude 

Weave us together! 

I would like to propose a project that will 

take EVERYONE to participate! I would like 

to ask every household of our church to 

donate a ribbon 7/8 in wide, and 3 yards. 

 

We will take these ribbons, which repre-

sent every church family, and weave them into a cross that we can 

use in worship in the garden.  I have built an example that we can 

see, it is near the office. 

 
Let us collect these ribbons during the month of May and we will 

weave them together. Drop them off in the office, and, if you can, 

put them in an envelope with your family name on it! 

 

Thom 

7   Doyle & Joy Sandefur (‘16) 

9   Tom & Carol Woolworth (‘70)

12  Jim & Joann Pierce (‘73) 

13  Dick & Mary Carruthers (‘05) 

16  Dave & Tammy Cooper (‘09) 

16  Thom Davenport & 

      Elyse Connors (‘87) 
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Rock and Roll Sing-a-Long  and Sock Hop 

Featuring music from the 50’s thru the 70’s 

Kindleberg Connection 

Classic Pop Rock Band 

Saturday, May 4, 2019 

7:00 - 9:00 pm 

Parchment United Methodist Church 

225 Glendale Boulevard 

   Parchment, MI 49004 
                        Info at knightmusik3@outlook.com 

United Methodist Judicial Council rules on the Special Session of General 

Conference 2019. 

 
Following the special session, the Judicial Council (think “supreme court”) of the UMC was tasked with 

determining if the legislation passed at the conference was “legal” according to our Book of Discipline. 

In a nutshell, much of the Traditional Plan was determined to be acceptable, however some was not. 

The parts that are probably most important to local churches are these. 

 

It is still our rule that gay persons are not to be endorsed for ministry, commissioned or ordained. 

It is still our rule that clergy are not permitted to officiate at a same sex marriage. 

The penalties for conducting a same sex marriage, if convicted by church trial, are now mandatory. A one-

year suspension without pay for the first infraction. A second infraction would be defrocking of the clergy 

person. 

There is also a “gracious exit” plan for churches that choose not to remain United Methodists. A church 

would be allowed to depart if they meet these three conditions: 

 Approval of the disaffiliation resolution by a two-thirds majority of the professing members of the local 

church present and voting at the church conference. 

 Establishment of the terms and conditions, including the effective date, of the agreement between the 

annual conference and the exiting local church by the conference board of trustees in accordance with 

applicable church law and civil laws. 

 Ratification of the disaffiliation agreement by a simple majority of the members of the annual confer-

ence present and voting. 

There are other rulings which may be found at this website. 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/court-oks-part-of-traditional-plan-exit-plan 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/court-oks-part-of-traditional-plan-exit-plan
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BUILDING SECURITY PERSON NEEDED… 

The Staff/Parish Relations Committee continues to seek a Security Person for our facility.  This position can 

be filled by one person, or could be a team effort if two or more persons would consider job-sharing.  Secu-

rity duties include, but are not limited to the following:  Keep daily check on locking of doors and windows; 

checking of all rooms of building after building is vacated for the day; report breaches in security to Trustee 

contact person; other security duties as determined  by the Board of Trustees to whom the position re-

ports.  Hours shall be as needed 365 days/nights per year to perform the described duties. 

 

Resumes/applications should be submitted to Marti Poolman, Chair of Staff/Parish Relations Committee, at 

Parchment United Methodist Church.   If you have questions, feel free to call Marti at 269-372-0024 or leave 

a message with the office 269-344-0125. 

A Favorite Mother’s Day Moment 
 
So, we had this great 10 year old cat named Jack who just recently died.  Jack was a great cat and 
the kids would carry him around and sit on him and nothing ever bothered him.  He used to hang out 
and nap all day long on this mat in our bathroom. 
 
Well we have 3 kids and at the time of this story they were 4 years old, 3 years old and 1 year old.  
The middle one is Eli.  Eli really loves chapstick. LOVES it.  He kept asking to use my chapstick and 
then losing it.  So finally one day I showed him where in the bathroom I keep my chapstick and how 
he could use it whenever he wanted to but he needed to put it right back in the drawer when he was 
done. 
 
Last year on Mother’s Day, we were having the typical rush around and trying to get ready for 
church with everyone crying and carrying on.  My two boys are fighting over the toy in the cereal 
box.  I am trying to nurse my little one at the same time I am putting on my make-up.  Everything is a 
mess and everyone has long forgotten that this is a wonderful day to honor me and the amazing job 
that is motherhood. 
 
We finally have the older one and the baby loaded in the car and I am looking for Eli.  I have 
searched everywhere and I finally round the corner to go into the bathroom.  And there sits Eli.  Ap-
plying my chapstick very carefully to Jack’s...rear end.  Eli looks right into my eyes and says 
“chapped”. 
 
Now if you have a cat, you know that he is right--their little rear ends do look pretty chapped.  And, 
frankly, Jack didn’t seem to mind.  And the only question to really ask at that point was whether it 
was the FIRST time Eli had done that to the cat’s behind or the hundredth. 
 
And THAT is my favorite Mother’s Day moment ever because it reminds us that no matter how hard 
we try to civilize these glorious little creatures, there will always be that day when you realize they’ve 
been using your chapstick on the cat’s rear. 

UMW Mother/Daughter Banquet 
 Thursday, May 9th at 6:00 pm 

     A Parchment UMC tradition 
Contact Joann Pierce 352-9361 or 

Kandie Wood 355-9003 
for reservations. Adults $10; Children (under 10 yrs) $5 
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