Parchment United
Methodist Church
Newsletter

A Word from Our Pastor

How does one define Worship?
The Answer: Reverence offered a Divine Being. Who among us can claim to
be Divine? Surely not I? Who among us other than our Lord, Jesus Christ is
worthy of such an honor? So, when we Worship the only One whom should
be receiving praise and adoration would be Our Lord, Jesus Christ. All Honor
and Glory is due to Him who sacrificed Himself on the Cross so we may be
redeemed of our Sin.

Read this perspective from highly respected Christian Musician, Micheal W.
Smith:
Christian music veteran Michael W. Smith is calling worship leaders back to
humility, warning that applause and attention can subtly shift the focus of
worship away from God and on to the person holding the microphone.
Quoting a friend’s words that deeply convicted him, Smith declared, “THE
LORD doesn’t share His Glory with ANYBODY!

As we are leading worship we are not supposed to be a CELEBRITY!
We are supposed to kind of disappear.

He acknowledged how easy it can be to become distracted when crowds are
applauding. He shared that before taking the stage. He now prays that God
would be pleased, and that he would be “Clothed in Humility.” That his
motives would remain pure.

His challenge to Worship Leaders is a timely one:

The platform is not a place to build our own name. It is a place to EXALT HIS!
WELL SPOKEN WORDS FROM ONE WHO HAS SPENT A LIFETIME HONORING
OUR LORD WITH HIS GIFT OF MUSIC AND PRAYER.

May we be ever humble in service to the Lord in whatever manner it may be.

Blessings to One and All—Pastor Sam
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September Birthdays
9 Nancy Mulder
10 Hunter Born

n Chuck Arney

19 Joeline Manning

20 Marti Poolman
Donna Sandefur

24 David Schmitt

25 Steven Docsa
Howard Potrude

27 Mary Lou DeGraw

28 Kay O'Boyle

Michelle Smith

September Anniversary

28 Dave & Carol Schmitt (1956)

Each school year Parchment UMC starts the Parchment
School District elementary teachers out with a $50 gift card
to Target and a few goodies to help them offset the cost of
things they might need in their classrooms. This year was no
exception. Thank you to Joeline Manning for her countless
hours of filling the goodie bags and delivering them. The
paraprofessionals also received a gift card to Olga’s and the
librarian, who covers for the entire district, received a small
bonus to help with things she might need in the libraries.
God’s Blessings to all PSD staff for the 2026-2027 school year.

Fresh Food
Distribution

In conjunction with the South
Michigan Food Bank, we
distribute over 100 boxes of
food to families in need the 4"
Wednesday of each month...
rain, sun, cold, hot, snow...

Eric Hoffman chairs this
project.

August 5" we held our annual Parchment
High School and Middle School Band
Camp dinner. Sloppy Joes and a variety of
salads plus an ice cream sundae bar were
served. They performed for us..what a
delight to hear them play and better yet
how polite and grateful they were. Pastor
Sam did a great job scooping ice cream.
Thank you to all the workers who spent an
entire day prepping and serving!

Teacher Gifts

Next Distribution

September 23 Wednesday
430 p.m. to
6:00 p.m.

College Scholarships Awarded

Recipients of this year‘s Fall
Gordon Lunt Fund scholarships are Aidan
Smith, Winter Smith, and Rachel Carr. They
will each receive $500, sent to the college
of their choice, with the option to reapply

for Winter and Spring semesters.
Congratulations and best wishes to these
three young people in their future
endeavors.

TWINS!!

A couple of years back Kay Miller and | just
happened to realize we had bought the same
blouse at different times. We said one day we’re
going to dress alike and do something special...so
here we are. We decided to be acolytes and wear
our “twinning® outfits and | also actually think we
look quite a bit alike. It made for a fun and
memorable moment for us. Thanks Kay for a
memory I’ll never forget-Linda Flowers




Karen Woodworth, Library Ambassador

Parchment Community Library
(269) 343-7747, ext. 204

September 2026 Calendar Items

The Library will be closed September 5-7 for Labor Day
Weekend and September 17 for Staff Development.

Craft Stitching Group
Bring your own craft project to work on.
September 1, 1:00-4:00 pm

Preschool Storytime
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 10 am beginning September 9.
Note: No Storytime on September 17.

Vinyasa Yoga with Alla (adults)
Open to all levels including beginners.
September 9, 5:15 pm

LEGO Club for Kids

We provide the LEGOSs, you provide the imagination! Open to
all kids. Children under 5 must be accompanied by a parent or
caregiver.

September 14, 5:30 pm

Parchment Book Group (adults)
The Book Club for Troublesome Women by Marie Bostwick.
September 14, 6:00 pm

Mystery Book Club (adults)
Comic Sans Murder by Paige Shelton.
September 15, 6:30 pm

Fiber Friends (adults)
Bring your own project to work on (and a lunch if you want).
September 18,11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Reduce, Re-Use, Upcycle (ages 10-16)

Have fun repurposing books that you just can’t bear to throw
away! Bring your own books or use some of ours. Registration
is requested. Adults, please plan on picking up t(w)eens at the
door at 7:30 pm.

September 18, 5:30 pm

Kalamazoo County ID Mobile Unit (ages 11+)

Find out more information or bring documents to get an ID or
renew your ID. Scholarships are available to cover the cost.
September 21, 3:00-6:00 pm

Brain-Body-Forest: Experience the Connection
(ages 18+)

Jodi Heaney of Find Your Path LLC will
introduce us to shinrin-yoku (translated as
“forest bathing”), a practice or process of
therapeutic relaxation where one spends time
in the woods, focusing on sensory engagement
to connect with nature. She will begin with a
short presentation inside, then we will move to
Kindleberger Park to immerse ourselves in the
atmosphere of the trees. Be sure to dress for
the weather. Registration is requested.
September 21, 6:00 pm

Chair Yoga (adults)
Open to all levels, including beginners.
September 26, 11:00 am

Medicare 101

Jay Simon from Priority Health will present this
free educational event designed to help you
understand your Medicare options. Whether
you’re new to Medicare or just looking to
refresh your knowledge, this session will cover
the basics of Parts A, B, C, and D, enrollment
timelines, and how to avoid common pitfalls.
No sales—just helpful, unbiased information to
empower your healthcare decisions. Bring your
own lunch. Dessert and beverages (coffee, tea,
water) will be provided. Registration is
requested.

September 28,12:00 pm

F.A.R.M. Tween Book Club (ages 10-14)

The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl by Stacy
McAnulty. Register for a free copy of the book
to keep.

September 28, 4:00 pm




September 2026

6

10:15 am Coffee
11 am Worship
5 pm Bell Choir

13

10:00 am Choir
10:15 am Coffeg
11 am Worship
Rally Day Lunch
12 pm

5 pm Bell Choir

20

10:00 am Chaoir
10:15 am Coffee
11 am Worship
5 pm Bell Choir

27

10:00 am Chaoir
10:1% am Coffee
11 am Worship
5 pm Bell Choir

7 Labor Day

8 am Pickleball
Community Choir
6:30 pm

14

8 am Pickleball
Community Choir
6:30 pm

21

& am Pickleball
Community Choir
6:30 pm

28

& am Pickleball
Community Choir
630 pm

1
Brownies 6 pm

15
Brownies 6 pm

22
Leadership
7pm

29
Brownies 6 pm

Wed

2

9

Senior Exercise
10 am

4:30 pm Choir

18

Senior Exercise
10 am

4:30 pm Choir

23

Senior Exercise
10am

Fresh Food
Distribution
4:30-6 pm
4:30 pm Choir

30

Senior Exercise
10 am

4:30 pm Chair

Thu Fri Sat
3 4 5
Pickleball
Join this friendly group!!
10 Yoga 6 pm 11 12 Scottish We play on Monday
ostivel LR mornings at 8:00 a.m.
Parking Lot
In the Gym
17 Yoga 6 pm 18 19
24 Yoga 6 pm 25 26
Yoga Class
This fun new class is taught by
Sharon Caron.
It meets on Thursdays
at 6 p.m.in the Gym
$40 per month
Come join us!!!
Exercise with Susan

This exercise class is aimed at helping seniors with balance,
mobility, and mental engagement. You can work within your
own abilites and strengths. The first class is free. After that the
fee is $30 for six classes. Everything is done to music and songs
we can relate to. Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in the Gym.

WWW.PARCHMENTUMC.ORG

269.344.0125

umcparchment@gmail.com

225 Glendale Avenue
Parchmenet Michigan 49004
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